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n April 17, local groups, Native Alaskans and
fishermen joined Cook Inletkeeper and
other groups at a press conference in Anchorage
to announce the Chuitna River’s selection as one
of the nation’s top ten “Most Endangered Rivers”
for 2007. The national river protection organization, American Rivers, annually produces the list of
most threatened waterbodies, and it selected the
Chuitna based on the imminent threats posed to it
by the proposed Chuitna coal strip mine. The
Chuitna coal strip mine would, if fully developed,
destroy over 30 square miles of prime moose and
bear habitat from a pristine watershed 45 miles
west of Anchorage, near the communities of
Tyonek and Beluga on the west side of Cook Inlet.
The mine would also dump millions of gallons of
mine waste into the Chuitna River and Cook Inlet
each day, and would rely on a two mile long dock
stretching into sensitive beluga whale habitat to
service huge coal ships. Aside from the direct,
long term impacts of a massive coal strip mine in
Cook Inlet, the project would send coal to Asia,
where antiquated power plants would produce
mercury that flows back to Alaska fisheries.
Finally, Alaska possesses roughly half the nation’s
coal reserves, and coal produces the most green-

Inletkeeper Bob Shavelson addresses Anchorage Press
Conference on Chuitna Coal Mine

house gases of any traditional fuel source. In a
state already considered “ground zero” for climate
change impacts, it makes little sense to turn back(Continued on page 2

Inletkeeper Leads Efforts to Protect Salmon in Changing Climate
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Critical Salmon Science Will Drive Better Decisionmaking

he Cook Inlet watershed is the most populated and fastest-growing region in Alaska; it is
also home to the state’s renowned wild salmon
runs that are at greatest risk to the effects of climate and land-use change. For the past five years,
Cook Inletkeeper has spearheaded a novel
research program that has documented alarming
warming trends in local salmon streams, with summer temperatures routinely exceeding state water
quality standards established to protect spawning
and migrating fish. Fisheries scientists warn that
high stream temperatures make fish increasingly
vulnerable to pollution, predation and disease. Yet
despite the association between warming water
temperatures and reduced salmonid survivorship -

there is little or no consistent, long-term temperature data for salmon streams in Alaska. Without
such basic information, it is impossible to gauge
the health of Cook Inlet’s salmon habitats and
resources, and equally difficult to develop management responses to improve watershed resiliency to climate change.
Cook Inletkeeper is now moving forward to
tackle this momentous problem. First we are
developing standardized, transferable protocols
for continuous temperature data-logging to foster
local, community-level participation in stream
temperature monitoring.
Partners actively
(Continued on page 3
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A Note From Your Cook Inletkeeper

Dear Friends of Cook Inlet —
he Chuitna River is a spectacular salmon
stream on the west side of Cook Inlet near
the communities of Beluga and Tyonek. The
Chuit, as locals call it, produces incredible king
salmon, and supports important sport, commercial and subsistence fishing opportunities.
In April, Inletkeeper and its supporters successfully listed the Chuitna as one of the
nation’s ten “Most Endangered Rivers” for
2007. Why? Because a Delaware corporation
backed by Texas investors is moving to develop
a massive coal strip mine that will destroy the
surrounding watershed and dump billions of
gallons of mine waste into the river each year.
Corporate developers and government
agencies tell us not to worry, because Alaska’s
permitting system will ensure there’s no harm.
But nothing could be further from the truth. It
is a persistent myth that environmental reviews
and permits actually safeguard the environment
and the people who rely on it. Coal strip mining is an inherently intensive land use. Once
you destroy 30 square miles of fish, bear and
moose habitat to extract the underlying coal,
you can never put the egg back in the shell.
Laws and rules adopted in the past to provide
some semblance of environmental protection
have been systemically dismantled. For example, in just four short years, the Murkowski
Administration: gutted the Alaska Coastal
Zone Management Act, cutting citizens and
local governments from any meaningful role in
coastal development; neutered the biologists in
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game by
moving them to the state’s resource development agency (DNR); and rammed through new
rules that allow polluting “mixing zones” in
salmon spawning areas, despite thousands of
comments to the contrary statewide. At the
federal level, the Bush Administration changed
the definition of “fill” under the Clean Water
Act so mining corporations can reduce costs by
using our lakes and streams as private dumping
grounds.

INLETKEEPER is published biannually by
Cook Inletkeeper, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting the Cook Inlet
watershed and the life it sustains. Subscriptions
are mailed free to members and are available to
others upon request. To become a member,
or for more information, contact:

Our politicians and agencies are charged
with managing our public lands and waters in
the best interests of current and future generations. But well-heeled corporations have “captured” our decisionmakers, and they count on
the fact that everyday citizens are too busy with
their own lives to know about or to act upon
these outrageous rollbacks. That’s where you
come in. Not only do we have a fundamental
right to clean water and healthy salmon, but we
also have an obligation to protect them for our
kids. So don’t get discouraged, get active. It’s
our only choice. With climate change unraveling the very biological systems that support our
planet, an active and engaged citizenry is our
only chance. So please take 20 minutes from
every week to write a letter or to call an agency
official or politician, because they cannot
ignore our collective voice.
Yours for Cook Inlet,

Bob Shavelson
Executive Director

Coal Mine Cont. (from page 1)

wards toward coal, especially when such investments would preclude interest in Cook Inlet’s
world class wind, tidal and geothermal energy
supplies. Opposition to the Chuitna mine is
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mounting, as Alaskans increasingly recognize
the dead end road represented by a future of
coal. See other stories in this issue for other
coal work unfolding across the state.
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Protecting Salmon (cont. from page 1)

involved in temperature logging will bring together existing protocols for comparison and review. We will establish a standardized
method and produce a detailed description of procedures, equipment needed, how to deploy data loggers in the field, how to program and download data, and how to perform maintenance and
quality assurance measures. Having this information written for a
general audience will make it easier for other Cook Inlet partners
and community-level groups throughout Alaska to implement temperature monitoring.
Next we will develop a sampling design and select sites in nonglacial systems to provide coverage of critical salmon streams in
Cook Inlet. We will work with key agency and watershed organiza-

tions to develop this Cook Inlet-wide network of sites. With future
funding, we will implement this monitoring design and have groups
throughout Cook Inlet help us generate the type of long-term temperature data for salmon streams that we need to guide smarter management of our fisheries resources.
Most importantly we will work with our Cook Inlet partners to
increase awareness and build local grassroots support to help
address the increasing threats from climate change and development
facing the abundance and diversity of wild salmon and salmon habitat in Cook Inlet and throughout Alaska. So stay tuned for more on
this important work.

Check out Inletkeeper’s NEW YouTube video for the Chuitna Coal Mine

"http://www.inletkeeper.org/energy/ChuitnaCoalYoutube.htm" And take TWO MINUTES to sign an online petition to Governor Palin
opposing the Chuitna Coal Strip Mine: www.petitiononline.com/Chuitna/petition.html

C

Inletkeeper to Challenge Weak Oil & Gas Dumping Permit
Inlet Remains Only Coastal Waterbody Where Oil/Gas Wastes Allowed

ook Inlet is unique for many reasons, but perhaps the most infamous accolade is this:
Cook Inlet is the only coastal waterbody in the
nation where oil and gas operators may legally
dump toxic drilling and production wastes directly
into important subsistence, commercial and sport
fisheries. When Congress passed the Clean Water
Act in 1972, it envisioned pollution discharge permits that would be issued on a five-year basis, and
with each permit renewal, standards would be
ratcheted down to account for new and better pollution controls. A central goal of the Clean Water
Act was - and remains - to eliminate water pollution
discharges. But when the draft permit for oil and
gas discharges in Cook Inlet came up for review in
2005, the Environmental Protection Agency proposed massive rollbacks, significantly increasing the
amount of toxics industry could dump into Cook
Industry platforms dump billions of gallons of oily waste
Inlet. In 2006, Inletkeeper published a landmark
into Cook Inlet fisheries each year.
study showing how “zero discharge” of industry
wastes could be employed in Cook Inlet (see http://www.inletkeeper.org/energy/production.htm). At a time of record high oil and gas
prices, industry can afford the basic technologies needed to stop treating Cook Inlet like a private dumping ground. As this newsletter
goes to print, EPA is preparing to issue the final Clean Water Act permit for oil and gas operations in Cook Inlet. Inletkeeper is working closely with local Tribes and fishing groups to ensure the strongest possible permit. If EPA proposes a permit that continues to
allow toxic discharges in Cook Inlet’s rich fisheries, as expected, Inletkeeper and its allies will be left with no option other than to challenge the permit in federal court. For more information, contact Bob at 907.235.4068 x22 or bob@inletkeeper.org.

COOK INLETKEEPER
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Oil Tankers Finally Get Needed Tug Support in Cook Inlet
But Long Term Outlook Remains Uncertain

or the past 12 years, Inletkeeper has worked tirelessly to improve
navigational safeguards for laden oil tankers in Cook Inlet’s
notoriously rough and icy waters. In 1987, the tanker Glacier Bay
struck a rock in Cook Inlet and the resulting spill shut down important commercial fisheries. After the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill,
Prince William Sound received state-of-the-art systems to ensure
safer oil transport. Yet Cook Inlet remained in a regulatory backwater, with no suitable tug vessels to assist with vessel docking or to
respond to powerless tankers. Things changed, however, on
February 2, 2006, when the Seabulk Pride broke from its mooring at
the Nikiski docks in heavy ice conditions, and ran aground laden
with more than 5 million gallons of oil product in the heart of Cook
Inlet salmon and beluga whale habitat north of Kenai. Less than a
year later, the same vessel, at the same dock, parted lines in ice conditions, but avoided a major incident. In response, Tesoro Alaska
announced in early 2007 - for the first time ever - a dedicated standby tug vessel to assist with tanker docking and related activities.
Inletkeeper commends Tesoro for taking action, but it also recognizes the long-overdue need to upgrade navigational safeguards at
one of the most dangerous docks in the world. Two recent studies
confirmed that the mere presence of ice during mooring operations
– which is not unusual – presents unreasonable risks. But again,
these were not new revelations: in 1992, maritime specialist Captain
Dickson penned a definitive report, noting the unique hazards in
Cook Inlet, the lack of adequate tug support vessels, and finding the
region severely under-equipped to prevent and respond to a major
oil spill. Inletkeeper has been carrying the mantle of the Dickson
Report for the past decade, and this year, Inletkeeper Bob Shavelson
was selected Vice President of the Cook Inlet Regional Citizens
Advisory Council (CIRCAC), one of two such oversight bodies

formed in the
wake of the
Exxon spill.
Bob represents the conservation
community
on the Board,
and
works
hard to press
for the basic
safeguards
needed
to
bring Cook The Seabulk Pride ran aground in Cook Inlet in January 2006
Inlet in line
with other ports in the nation. But the oil and gas producers, shipping industry, and the marine pilots - who are required to accompany vessels in the Cook Inlet trades – maintain an insular environment where public scrutiny and opinion are discouraged. For example, in the wake of the 2006 Seabulk Pride grounding, the Southwest
Marine Pilots – in conjunction with the U.S. Coast Guard – formed
a select committee to address Cook Inlet navigational safety, and
closed the meeting doors to citizens, tribes and fishermen concerned
about the safe transit of oil and other products. Inletkeeper will
continue to work to bring accountability and transparency to navigational safety issues in Cook Inlet, and will focus on ensuring a dedicated and adequately equipped tug is available for tankers at the
docks in Kenai all year round.

Lower Cook Inlet Oil & Gas Project Heeds Local Concerns

T

Cosmopolitan Unit Off Anchor Point Moving Forward

he offshore waters of Lower Cook Inlet near Anchor Point
have long been known to contain sizable hydrocarbon reserves.
Pennzoil discovered oil there in 1967, and in the late 1990’s
ConocoPhillips and other companies looked to develop the site, creating the Cosmopolitan Unit off Stariski Creek. Inletkeeper met regularly with ConocoPhillips representatives, and stressed two critical
points: the prospect should not be developed using an offshore platform located in the middle of important fisheries and habitat, and
the oil transport should occur through an onshore pipeline, and not
entail the creation of a new tanker loading facility at Anchor Point.
Because the reservoir straddled state and federal waters beyond
three miles from shore, ConocoPhillips drilled the prospect from
onshore, which required it to contract the largest drill rig ever
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brought to Cook Inlet to perform a technically challenging directional drilling operation. Now, independent producer Pioneer Oil
has taken the operating interest in the Cosmopolitan Unit, and will
drill additional wells this fall. Inletkeeper recently met with Pioneer
representatives, and they said they planned no offshore platforms or
tanker loading facilities. Inletkeeper puts oil development just above
coal in the preferred hierarchy of energy resource development,
where climate change is an increasing concern; but if oil development occurs, Inletkeeper will work to ensure the highest degree of
habitat and water quality protection possible. That means keeping
drilling facilities onshore, and reducing shipping navigation hazards
by favoring onshore product transport.
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Alaska Coal Working Group Takes Shape to Press for Sensible Energy Options

oal. Alaska has a lot of it – roughly half the nation’s total - and
with high oil and gas prices, local utilities, foreign markets, and
outside investors want to develop it. But coal is an ancient fuel that
puts mercury in our fish, requires huge strip mines that devour fish
and game habitat, and produces the most greenhouse gases of any
traditional fuel. In just the past two years, a half dozen major coal
projects have ignited concern from citizens and groups from the
Mat Su Valley to the Kenai Peninsula. Now, we’re working together
under the Alaska Coal Working Group, an ad hoc alliance of local
people and a dozen groups focused on promoting clean energy and
jobs. The group has identified the Chuitna coal strip mine as an
imminent threat and a top priority; some of the group’s other priorities include:

“Blue Sky” Project Would Add Coal-Fired
Power Plant on Kenai

Since its construction in the late 1960’s, the ammonia and fertilizer plant in
Nikiski has played a substantial role in the Kenai Peninsula economy. In
2000, Unocal sold the facility to the Canadian corporation Agrium. Soon
after, Agrium faced rising prices and tight supplies for natural gas, which the
plant uses to produce urea and ammonia. It subsequently reduced production, announced lay-offs, and this past winter, temporarily ceased production until natural gas supplies materialize in the warmer summer months.
In an effort to maintain the facility, Agrium has turned to a coal gasification
project using the Fischer-Tropsch process to provide the feedstock to make
its products. Homer Electric Association has partnered with Agrium to
build a 200 megawatt coal-fired power plant at the facility, and coal would
tentatively be shipped down from the Usibelli coal mine in Healy on the
Alaska Railroad (unless the Chuitna coal mine comes on line, then supplies
could change). Because the project cannot attract traditional financing on
its own right, Alaska Representative Mike Chenault introduced HB 229 this
session, which would grant the Alaska Railroad Corporation the authority
to issue nearly $3 billion in tax-free bonds to build and operate the facility,
which would include a rail spur to Port MacKenzie across from Anchorage
to ship the coal. The four Phase project is now in Phase 2 (Front End
Engineering & Design – “Packaging & Permitting”), with start-up scheduled for 2011. For a good overview of Agrium’s coal gasification plans, go
to: www.gasification.org/Docs/2006_Papers/22JOHN-Paper.pdf

Coal Fired Power Plants for HEA & MEA

As local utilities struggle to find energy sources in the face of high natural
gas prices, coal is gaining increasing attention. For example, the Matanuska
Electric Association has sparked a widespread backlash in the Mat Su Valley
with its recent plans to build a 100-megawatt coal power plant at an undecided location. Similarly, the Homer Electric Association has proposed two
new coal-fired power plant options: one at the defunct 50 megawatt Healy
“clean coal” plant near Denali, and another 200 megawatt facility adjacent
to the Agrium’s proposed coal gasification plant in Nikiski (see above).
Aside from the direct impacts of coal mining to local ecosystems and communities, coal combustion will add mercury to our local environment,
aggravate climate change through the generation of greenhouse gases, and

COOK INLETKEEPER

preclude investments in cleaner, smarter renewable energy options. If you
want your energy coming from sources other than coal, let MEA and HEA
know. Contact MEA at: 907.761.9300 or mea@matanuska.com; or HEA
at: 800.478. 8551 www.homerelectric.com/Contact-Us.htm

Mental Health Trust Pursues
Chickaloon Coal Mine

The Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority put up nearly a quarter of the
Matanuska Valley Moose Range for lease in 2006. Soon after, Vancouverbased Full Metal Minerals leased over 22,000 acres of prime moose habitat
surrounding the quiet community of Chickaloon for coal exploration and
development. But when the Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
sought comments on a proposed coal exploration permit, they got an earful: local citizens with the Castle Mountain Coalition united to educate
members of the community and key decisionmakers about the project, and
organized a series of meetings that has galvanized opposition to the proposed mine. Their efforts were so effective that Full Metal Minerals turned
away from the project in May. But the Alaska Mental Health Land Trust
has not relinquished its plans, and citizen-led efforts remain underway to
stop a massive coal mine from straddling the Matanuska River. For more
information, contact the Castle Mountain Coalition at 907.745.7714 or go
to: www.castlemountaincoalition.org/coal.htm

Coal Dust Smothers Seward; Alaska
Railroad Cited for Air Quality Violations

The Usibelli Coal
Mine in Healy
uses the Alaska
Railroad terminal
in Seward to ship
its coal to foreign
(mostly Asian)
markets. This
past
winter,
Usibelli increased
its
Seward
throughput of
coal, and in the process, created a nightmare for local residents concerned
about the human health effects of blowing coal dust. Huge plumes of coal
dust coated the town and harbor, as winter temperatures and poor design
made the Alaska Railroad’s dust suppression equipment ineffective. Local
citizens with the Resurrection Bay Conservation Alliance moved quickly to
document air quality violations, educate the public, and engage agency
enforcement personnel. The result: for the first time in memory, air quality violations and fines were proposed against the Alaska Railroad for
improper operations. This is not the first coal-related victory for the small
but effective RBCA folks; last year they killed a short-sighted proposal to
build a 20 megawatt coal fired power plant in Seward. Inletkeeper will continue to work with RBCA and similar local groups to elevate the concerns
over coal production, transport and use. For more information, contact
RBCA at info@rbca-alaska.org or go to: www.rbca-alaska.org/index.html
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Inletkeeper Report Helps Prompt Better State Oil Pipeline Rules

n 2006, the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation issued
pipeline safety rules that Inletkeeper worked
hard to establish. ADEC initiated this rulemaking following Cook Inletkeeper’s studies
showing the high rate of spills from these
pipelines, and after the federal government
made clear that it would not regulate oil and
gas field pipelines.
When oil is pumped up from a production well, it’s typically a mixture of oil, gas,
and produced water-- a briny waste liquid

B

with a small concentration of hydrocarbons.
Pipelines transport these mixtures from
wells to separation facilities, where the oil,
gas, and produced water are separated and
transferred to transmission (or wastewater
disposal) pipelines. The new state regulations cover the pipelines carrying the multicomponent mixtures from the wells to the
separation facilities; these pipelines now will
be known as “flowlines” in Alaska. The new
state regulations remove all references to
“gathering” pipelines, a confusing term

which is not defined clearly and comprehensively in federal regulations.
Inletkeeper’s former Senior Engineer and
current consultant Lois Epstein believes
Inletkeeper played a critical role ensuring the
state developed these flowline regulations.
“Alaska now is a leader in oil field pipeline
regulation. Other states need to follow our
lead,” said Epstein. In May 2006, Epstein
addressed the Interstate Oil and Gas
Compact Commission on the topic, urging
nationwide reforms.

Among the items addressed in H.R.
5782, also known as the Pipeline Inspection,
Protection, Enforcement, and Safety
(PIPES) Act of 2006, are:
• Requiring that low-stress transmission
pipelines like BP’s failed pipelines on
Alaska’s North Slope meet the same
requirements as higher-stress transmission pipelines;
• Ensuring that information on federal
enforcement actions is available to the
public via the Internet, including the
reasons why penalties have been
reduced if they have been;
• Providing technical assistance grants
to community and other pipeline safe-

ty organizations to increase involvement by these organizations on safetyrelated technical issues; and,
• Ensuring implementation of National
Transportation Safety Board recommendations.
The new pipeline safety law will be in
effect through 2010. In describing this law,
Epstein said “The PIPES Act of 2006 clearly will move pipeline safety forward. There
are no provisions in this bill that backslide
on safety, and numerous beneficial provisions. Ironically, BP’s pipeline corrosion
problems this past year helped federal legislators improve pipeline safety overall.”

Inletkeeper Instrumental in Federal Pipeline Safety Law Renewal

P’s pipeline corrosion problems on
Alaska’s North Slope (see Winter
2006/2007 newsletter) gave momentum to
passage of a renewed pipeline safety law,
H.R. 5782, during the lame-duck session of
Congress in December 2006.
Cook
Inletkeeper Senior Engineer Lois Epstein
testified in DC on this bill several times in
2006, negotiated a strong provision to
address pipelines like BP’s, and helped convince Congressman Don Young and Senator
Ted Stevens – both committee chairman
with authority over pipeline legislation -- to
accept the strengthened bill. The President
signed H.R. 5782 into law on December
29th, 2006.

The Waterkeeper Alliance

The Fastest Growing Environmental Movement in the Nation

M

Inletkeeper Bob Shavelson traveled to India to help
start new Waterkeeper programs, and to speak at a
conference with India’s leading water quality activists;
Bob pictured here with Dr. Vandana Shiva
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any Alaskans are familiar with the work
Cook Inletkeeper pursues to protect
water quality and habitat quality in Southcentral
Alaska.
But fewer people know that
Inletkeeper’s work is strengthened by a growing
network of fellow Sound, Bay and
Riverkeepers across the U.S. and beyond. The
Waterkeeper Alliance is a grassroots organization led by its President, Bobby Kennedy Jr.,
that is dedicated to supporting local
Waterkeeper programs in their efforts to confront water pollution and to build stronger local
communities. Inletkeeper was the twelfth
organization to join the Alliance in 1995, and

today, the Alliance includes 157 Waterkeepers
in the U.S., Canada, Australia, India and China.
Inletkeeper Bob Shavelson has served as
Treasurer of the Waterkeeper Board since
1999, and he represents the 25+ Waterkeeper
programs west of the Rockies on the Alliance
Board of Directors. In addition to Inletkeeper,
Alaska now has another recognized program in
Soundkeeper
William
the
Prince
(www.pwsoundkeeper.org). If you want to
start a Waterkeeper program in your watershed,
contact the Waterkeeper Alliance:
www.waterkeeper.org

COOK INLETKEEPER
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COOK INLET WATERSHED WATCH

Feds Propose “Endangered” Listing for Beluga Whale
Industry, Local Governments Aiming to Kill Designation

O

n April 20, 2007, the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) formally proposed the Cook Inlet beluga for listing
under the federal Endangered Species Act. The listing proposal
came in response to a petition filed by Trustees for Alaska on behalf
of Inletkeeper and other conservation groups.
Marine mammal specialists say the Cook Inlet beluga is literally
teetering on the edge of extinction. From a population once numbering more than 1300 whales, today experts estimate around 300
belugas remain. Just last year, the World Conservation Union
(IUCN) put the Cook Inlet beluga whale on its “Red List” for critically endangered animals. One massive stranding event or oil spill
and the whimsical, white whales of Cook Inlet may never recover.
Yet corporate interests and local governments have fought the beluga listing, arguing it will stifle economic development. Inletkeeper
rejects these emotional arguments, and believes the beluga’s recovery should be guided by facts and science, not rhetoric. For exam-

ple, according to a paper published by the Project on Environmental
Politics and Policy at MIT, the Endangered Species Act has not had
a negative economic impact on states, despite the claims of its
detractors. Nonetheless, the Mat Su and Kenai Peninsula Boroughs,
the Municipality of Anchorage, and the Knik Arm Bridge and
Transit Authority have spent taxpayer dollars to hire lawyers to fight
the beluga listing, and to persuade politicians to intervene in the proceedings. Listing opponents have resorted to scare tactics, saying a
beluga listing will hamper commercial and recreational fishing in
Cook Inlet, but Inletkeeper knows fishing and belugas have co-existed successfully for generations. NMFS will take public comments
on the proposed rule to list the Cook Inlet beluga under the ESA
until June 19. Please take a moment to visit our web site and submit comments: www.inletkeeper.org/watershedwatch/beluga.htm.
Or see NMFS web site at:
www.fakr.noaa.gov/protectedresources/whales/beluga.htm

Inletkeeper Continues Work on Marine Debris & Clean Boating

M

arine debris remains a pressing concern for people and sea
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Trash
and other
marine debris
pollutes our waters
and litters our beaches.
It also kills and injures thousands
of seabirds and marine mammals in
the North Pacific Ocean every year.
This is OUR
OUR ocean, so do your part!
Remove trash from beaches and don’t
discard wastes in our coastal waters.

life alike. Plastics pollution presents unique concerns: it physically strangles and chokes marine life, but it also acts like a magnet

for persistent toxics in the water column, creating highly concen-

trated “poison pills” for sea life that ingests it. This past February,

Inletkeeper joined the Center for Alaska Coastal Studies, NOAA
and other partners to host the Alaska Coastal Stewardship
Workshop, to empower communities across the state to address the
growing concerns around marine debris. While beach clean-ups are
an important tool to educate communities and remove marine
debris, Inletkeeper knows the best way to address the problem is
through pollution prevention – by stopping the discharge of
unwanted plastics in our marine environment. As part of this
effort, Inletkeeper created a new marine debris educational poster

(see inset), and revamped its annual tide book to include more information on marine debris, beluga whales and invasive species. Now,
Inletkeeper is teaming up with local partners to address pollution
from harbors and marinas. To obtain copies of the poster or a tidebook, contact keeper@inletkeeper.org.

Illustration and design by Debra Dubac
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ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING
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Impervious Cover Report Helps Gauge Climate Change Impacts
New GIS Mapping Tools Will Help Protect Salmon

n March, Cook Inletkeeper released an
important new report, entitled Mapping
Impervious Cover to Correlate Land Use Activities
with Salmon Health & Habitat on the Lower
Kenai Peninsula, which documents how much
impervious cover exists in lower Kenai
Peninsula’s salmon-rich watersheds. The
amount of impervious cover in a watershed
provides a good estimate of potential development pressures on local waterbodies and
fish habitats: the higher the amount of

impervious cover, the greater the impact on
water quality and quality to local receiving
waters. The watersheds studied on the
Lower Peninsula have less than 2.6% impervious cover based on high quality satellite
imagery from 2002-2003. This percentage of
impervious cover is less than the level associated with water quality and habitat degradation. Importantly, Inletkeeper’s analysis
provides evidence that increasing air temperatures, rather than land use activities, are

having a greater influence on water temperatures because impervious cover percentages are still quite low. This type of analysis
needs to be done again in 5-10 years to keep
track of development pressure in this fast
growing region. Inletkeeper worked closely
with the Kenai Watershed Forum on this
important endeavor. Check out the report
at:
www.inletkeeper.org/salmon/impervious.htm

Clean Water Week in DC – Taking Our Message to the Hill

C

Sue & Dennis take Cook
Inlet issues to Capitol Hill

F

ook Inletkeeper joined clean water advocates from around the country to bring our message of clean water,
abundant fish and wildlife, and renewable energy to our Alaska delegation in Washington DC. Inletkeeper’s
Sue Mauger and Dennis Gann attended The Clean Water Network’s biennial conference: Clean Water Week, from
February 25-27th. The event was a whirlwind of activity, culminating with a very successful visit to Capitol Hill.
Sue and Dennis spoke with Lisa Murkowski as well as staff from Senator Stevens’ and Representative Young’s
office. The conversations focused on warming salmon streams due to climate change, the need for investment in
renewable energy instead of coal, and the Clean Water Network’s number one legislative priority, the Clean Water
Authority Restoration Act. This bill would reaffirm the historical jurisdiction of the 1972 Clean Water Act and
ensure all "waters of the United States" that have been covered by federal safeguards against pollution for more
than 34 years retain Clean Water Act protection.

Citizens Environmental Monitoring Program
Rolling Up Our Sleeves to Protect OUR Water Resources

or the past year, 36 volunteers in Cook Inletkeeper’s Citizens’
Environmental Monitoring Program have been testing streams
on the Lower Kenai Peninsula. Last March, Cook Inletkeeper
released the results that flowed form 475 volunteer hours and almost
200 observations in 2006.
The 2007 CEMP Annual Report presents the citizen-collected
data by watershed, summarizing the findings of the volunteers and
emphasizing high-priority parameters such as fecal coliform, turbidity and temperature. Data are compared to state standards, and
exceedances are presented and discussed. The 2007 Annual Report
includes data for nine watersheds, and over twenty three sites.
Continuous temperature monitoring and macro invertebrate surveys
on six streams are also included.
Findings include increases in E. coli bacteria at Woodard Creek
in downtown Homer and Miller Creek on East End Road near
Kachemak Drive. Potential sources of fecal coliform in streams
include septic tanks and outhouses, sewer overflows and concentrations of animals. High turbidity was also documented on Woodard
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Creek and Miller Creek.
Turbidity is the measure
of water clarity in a
stream and can be
increased by a lack of
vegetation, culverting,
and construction runoff.
Cook Inletkeeper
has the oldest and most
established citizen-based
monitoring program in
Volunteer Monitor Certification in
Alaska, and we coordinate citi- Inletkeeper’s Water Quality Laboratory
zen monitoring efforts with
groups throughout the watershed under the auspices of the Citizens
Environmental Monitoring Program for Cook Inlet. For more
information, contact Ingrid Harrald at 907.235.4068 x37 or
Ingrid@inletkeeper.org. To see Inletkeeper’s latest CEMP report,
go to: www.inletkeeper.org.
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ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING

Inletkeeper Laboratory Provides Unique
Platform for Monitoring Community

T

he Cook Inlet Community Based Water Quality Laboratory
continues to serve as a valuable resource for the entire watershed. By providing analytical services, quality assurance, equipment,
training, and facilities to our volunteer monitors and partners alike,
the Inletkeeper lab supports many different water quality monitoring projects. Currently, freshwater and marine samples collected by
Inletkeeper’s CEMP volunteers are analyzed for turbidity and nutrient concentrations. The lab also conducts sample analysis for
Inletkeeper’s salmon stream and road construction monitoring projects. By providing support services, the Inletkeeper lab is able to
partner with organizations throughout the watershed. Samples collected monthly in Kachemak Bay by the National Estuarine
Research Reserve are analyzed for chlorophyll and nutrient concentrations. The lab also analyzes samples for the Kenai Watershed

Forum and the University of Alaska. For all analysis conducted,
quality assurance is provided through participation in USGS interlaboratory comparison studies. Not only does the lab provide analytical services, it is also used by volunteers, staff, and partners as a
work space and training facility. The lab is utilized by CEMP for the
training and recertification of volunteer water quality monitors.
Freshwater macro-invertebrate identification is also conducted in
the lab for CEMP and the Salmon Stream monitoring programs. By
training volunteers and providing services, facilities, and quality
assurance, Inletkeeper’s lab is helping the community to monitor
water quality in the Cook Inlet watershed. For more information on
laboratory services, contact Edan at 907.235.4068 x 23 or
edan@inletkeeper.org.

Inletkeeper Volunteer Spotlight

S

cott Miller joined Cook Inletkeeper’s CEMP program in the spring of
2003. Since that time he has monitored at both Bridge Creek and Rice
Creek. He has dedicated well over 100 hours to monitoring and has collected data for over 50 site visits in the last four years. Scott has one of the
smaller streams in our monitoring program, but never seems discouraged
by its frozen state during the winter season. He can always be counted on
to stop by the lab, data sheet in hand, and a smile on his face. When Scott
is not volunteering his time with Cook Inletkeeper, he is busy creating
handmade necklaces and carvings out of local wood and shells. His creative energy and his compassion for the environment make him a wonderful addition to the Inletkeeper family. We are lucky to have such dedicated and inspirational people on our team!
Scott Miller: A Diehard Water Quality Monitor!

Thanks Scott!

World Water Day

A Time to Recognize the Most Vital Resource
The 15th Annual World Water Day unfolded on March 22, 2007, with a focus on the world’s dramatic water scarcity, and the need for sustainable and efficient water resources management. Most of the Earth’s water (99%) is contained in its oceans, icecaps and glaciers; only 1% is available for human consumption. This freshwater is a vital
resource, yet today, more than 2 billion people worldwide lack safe water supplies. (In America, we use more water
every year, averaging 80-100 gallons per person per day.) Continued population growth will increasingly strain our
water environment and its critical ecosystems. For more information on water conservation and tips on how you
can conserve water, go to: www.inletkeeper.org.

COOK INLETKEEPER
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Inletkeeper’s Website Gets a Facelift!

I

nletkeeper has always received positive comments on our website,
but since we started it back in the last century, we realized it was
time to update. We’ve kept the grassroots feel to it but after analyzing the information you access most frequently, we streamlined it to
make that information more readily available to both new and veteran Inletkeepers alike. We balanced all the bells and whistles now
available for high speed internet access with keeping download times
reasonable for those of you who find that slower paced surfing still
works fine. Drop down menus make navigating the site easier as

well. We’ve worked most of the wrinkles out of the transition and
hope you’ll take a look. As always, check our homepage for the latest updates on what’s going on at Inletkeeper, in the environmental
community, and with Alaska’s looming climate change issues. We
always welcome your comments! For specific comments or suggestions, contact Will at 235.4068 x28 or will@inletkeeper.org. And
of course, see: www.inletkeeper.org
Anne Wieland

Earth Day 2007 – Helping our Next Generation Discover Water

C

Computer Recycling Keeps Toxics
Out of Our Landfills

A

s a society, we take computers, cell phones and other electronics
for granted, always excited to be getting the newest technology.
We tend not to think about our outdated electronics ending up in
landfill. E-Waste is the fastest growing part of the waste stream. Just
like batteries, electronics seem safe to use, but if we throw them out,
they can leak toxic chemicals like lead, mercury, and cadmium into our
water and air. One computer monitor can contain 4-8 pounds of lead,
which if released can hurt an entire community. On Saturday, April
28, Homer hosted the second annual computer and electronics recycling day giving people the opportunity to dispose of obsolete electronic equipment properly. All recycled items were shipped to Green
Star in Anchorage, which is working with Anchorage’s Total Reclaim,
Inc. to recycle and reuse electronic components in a socially and environmentally responsible way in the U.S. Over 10,000 pounds of electronics were recycled that would have otherwise been brought to the
local landfill. Thanks to Nina Faust for organizing this event as well
as the dozens of sponsors and volunteers that donated time and
money. Inletkeeper is proud to be a sponsor and participant in this
important annual event Remember: Inletkeeper collects old cell
phones all year round – contact us for more info: 907.235.4068 x21.
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ook Inletkeeper hosted one of the most popular tables at this
year’s Earth Day Discovery Lab at the Islands and Ocean Visitor
Center in Homer. Children and adults of all ages learned about water
quality by participating in two different activities. Participants were
able to gain a better understanding of pH by measuring the acidic and
basic qualities of various household products. Several of the younger
participants spent their time coloring images of freshwater macro
invertebrates that were then made into “bug mobiles.” The kids
learned about biological monitoring and how quantifying and identifying these indicator species can help determine water quality. Most
importantly we all learned that Earth Day is everyday and we must
work together to protect and preserve our planet.

Cook Inletkeeper’s

Truck & Upcoming Cash Raffle
Walk the Talk? We Need New Wheels!

In 1998, Inletkeeper purchased a 1990 Ford F-250 pick-up truck to
support its monitoring and field work, and to tow the organization’s
skiff. While the truck is getting on in years, it’s still functional.
However, in light of rising fuel costs, the vehicle has become
increasingly expensive to run. Additionally, Inletkeeper’s work on
climate change and related issues presents a need for the organization to “walk the talk” by purchasing a vehicle that consumes less
fuel and emits fewer greenhouse gases. This year Cook Inletkeeper
is planning a cash raffle to raise funds for the new vehicle, preferably
a hybrid that combines fuel efficiency with the rugged demands of
field work. Funds from the raffle will be combined with grant writing efforts and negotiated discounts from the dealer/manufacturer to
complete the fund raising package. Please stay tuned and help
Inletkeeper “walk the talk!”
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THANK YOU MEMBERS FOR YOUR
WONDERFUL SUPPORT DURING 2006!

Findlay Abbott, Hilary Adams, Michael Adams, Catherine & Larry Alcorn, Toby Allen &
Laurie Miller, Mike & NinaAllen, Lindsay Amsberry, Scott Anaya & Polly Carr, David S.
Anderson, Ole Andersson & JinkyHandy, Dave & Marianne Aplin, Jeff Arndt & Mary Barrett,
Gary & Barbara Ault, Edgar P. Bailey & Nina Faust, Nathan Baily, Beth Baker, Andy Baker,
Nancy Bale, Edward & Sara Berg, Joe & Sibyl Beucler, Heather Beveridge, Franklin S. &
Dorothy F. Beveridge, Daisy Lee Bitter, Daniel Blake & Barbara Maryan, Dan Bogan & Luise
Woelflein, Dr. Todd Boling, Dale Bondurant, Bradley Booth, Clyde Boyer &Vivian Finay,
Michael Brain, Ken & Nancy Branch, Josh Brann, Pam Brant, Corey Brause, Elisabeth
Brennand, Philip Brna & Veronica Haberthurr, Pam Brodie, Jerry& Jan Brookman, Ralph
Broshes & Deb Lowney, Kay Brown & Mark Foster, Mike Bruce & Kari Gardey, Eric Brudie,
Colleen D. Burgh & Jim Stratton, Mike Byerly, Deni & Christopher Callahan, Diana
Carbonell, Barbara & Michael Carlson, Colleen Carroll, Catherine Cassidy & Erik Huebsch,
Karen Cauble, Sara & Richard Chapell, Steve & Marian Mattelin Charles , Julia Clymer &
Karl Stoltzfus, Peg Coleman, Audrey Collins, Florence Collins, Tom Collopy & Mary Frische,
Susanna Colloredo, Patricia Corbin, Andrea Cordano, Anne Corrigan, Betty & Timothy
Costello, Debbie Crocker, Margaret Cronin & David Tessier, Sean Cullerton, Beth Cumming,
Jack & Susan Cushing, Lynn Danaher, Bill De Vries, Jack & Betty Dean, Kevin Dee & Patty
Dolese, Sean Derry & Coreen Farris, Susanne DiPietro & Thomas Pease, Tross Dodge, Brenda
& James Dolma, Willy & Jules Dunne, Jennifer Edwards & David Stutzer, Thom Eley &
Cherie Northon, Christopher Elliman, Laurel & Doug Epps, Harriet & Stanley Epstein, Lois
Epstein, Linda Feiler, Ellen Feiler, Trina Fellows, Carmen & Conrad Field, Will Files &
Martha Ellen Anderson, Bert Fingerhut, James Fisher, Robert & Tal Fitting, Barrett & Tamara
Fletcher, Paul Forman, M.D., Bo Forrest, William & Linda Forsberg, Mike & Diane Frank,
Joan & Robbie Frankevich, Jerry Frederick, Mary Frische, Christie & Travis Gates, Charlie
Gibson & Deborah Poore, Sarah Glaves, Cathy & Dan Gleason, Nick & Karin Goodman,
Madeleine Grant, Ward & Carol Grant, Paul Gresia, William & Jill Grimes, Mary Grisco,
Christa Groeschel, Helmut Grunberg, Richard & Nell Gustafson, Jean Guzzetti, Kathy & Steve
Haber, Randy Hagenstein & Evie Witten, Mako Haggerty, Norma Lepak & Leo Hannon,
Dotti Harness, Fred Harnisch, Judith Harrald, Ben Harris, Robert Harrison, Robert G. & Pat
Hartley, Libby Hatton & Susan Olsen, Karel & Bill Hauser, Jenalee & Marvin Heikes, Judy
Ann & Lawrence Heilman, James & Nancy Hemming, Richard & Mary Ann Hensel, Julia &
Chris Herreid, Bruce Hess & Polly Prindle-Hess, Roberta Highland & Robert Archibald,
Nancy Hillstrand, Brian Hirsch & Hope Finkelstein, James & Lemom Hoban, Tom & Lyn
Hodel, Dale Hoffman, Winslow Hoffman, Anne Marie Holen, Sean & Laura Holland, Claire
Holland & John LeClair, Daniel Holman, Douglas Hope, Kliff Hopson, Duane Howe & Lani
Raymond, Gordon Howell, Mitchell Hrachiar, Tom Hughes, Patti Irwin, Arthur & Tamea
Isham, Randi & Keith Iverson, Sara Jackinsky & Ken Jones, Stephen Jackinsky, Joe Jacob,
Bonnie Jason & David Schneider, John T. & Charlotte Jensen, Carrol Jewell, Kirk & Leslie
Johnson, Suzan L. Johnson, Jeanette Johnson, Steve Johnson, Doug Johnson, Ancel & Barbara
Johnson, Jen Jolliffe, Tammy & Carl Jones, Warren & Janet Jones, Lynne & Terry Jorgensen,
Bill & Suzanne Palmer Kabeiseman, Mary Bee & Steve Kaufman, Erin Kaufman, Mary Lou
Kelsey & William Bell, Gwen Kennedy, Robert F.Kennedy, Jr.& Mary Richardson Kennedy,
Holly Kent, Arthu rKettle & Margi Blanding, Peggy Ellen & Rich Kleinleder, Pamela & Tom
Kloote, Jan & Christy Konigsberg, Charles & Frances Konigsberg, Jason Koralja, Pat Kouris,
Dan Kronstad, Katherine Kuletz, Denise Lassaw, Marne Lastufka, Janette & Tom Latimer,
Buck & Shelly Laukitis, Pat Lavin & Stacey Marz, Jonnie & William Lazarus, Cheryl
Lechtanski, Michael LeMay, Jack & Mary Lentfer, Frances Levi, Nancy Levinson, Tom
Livingston, Tracy Lohman, Nancy Lord & Kenneth Castner, Cheryl & Mark Lovegreen, Amy
Loyd & Max Gruner, John & Suzi Luzadder, Dr. Rex & Angela Malcom, Patricia & Eugene
Mangiardi, Milli Martin, Donna & John Martin, Lyn Maslow & Dave Lewis, Craig Matkin,
George Matz, Sue Mauger, Joseph Mauger, Jr. & Nancy Mauger, Thomas & Sue Ellen May,
Diane & Michael McBride, David, Janet and Sarah McCabe, Mike & Cathy McCarthy, Molly
McCoy & Bruce Fregly, Carolyn McKinnie, Pat McNamara, John Meyer, Scott & Kathryn
Meyer, Mitch Michaud & Jan eFuerstenau, Jane Middleton, Dr. Gregory & Judy Misbach,
Peter Mjos & Karen Runnd, Ted & Ginny Moore, Nancy Moore, John & Rika Mouw, Eileen
Mullen, Frank Mullen, Russell Mumm, Susan Mumma, Robert & Cynthia Murati, Bree
Murphy, Eric Myers, Rusty & Chris Myers, Rick Navitsky & Tanya Leinicke, Elizabeth
Neumann, Angie & Chris Newby, Karen Noyes, David Nyman, Susan Olsen, Maryellen &,
Richard Oman, Mike O'Meara, Suzanne Oparil, David Orabutt, Riki Ott, Deborah & Jack
Oudiz, Lourie Oudman, Jeanne Parker & Shawn Hansen, Roger Pearson & Marlene Thiel
Pearson, Nancy Pease & Dan Hull, Thomas Pebler, Catherine Perry, Sue Post & Jim Levine,
Yvonne Prucha, Bob & Linda Rackleff, Peter & Bernadine Raiskums, David & Marga Raskin,
Vaughn & Margaret Reale, Barry Reiss, Liz & Skip Repetto, Joel Reynolds, Mark C.& Rebecca
G. Ristow, Joyce Robinette, Jeanne Roche, Dr. Julius Rockwell, Jr., Don & Trish Roderick, Jean
Romig, Donald & Arlene Ronda, David Roseneau, Art Sowls, Rob Rosenfeld, Robert & Tara
Ruffner, Larry Rundquist, Priscilla Russell & Art Kruski, Beverly Ryan, Anne Salomon,
Konrad Schaad & Gabriela Husmann, Jeanne Schaaf & Robert Werner, Miles Schlosberg,
Angela Schmidt & Chris Miller, Gary Scholz & Dorothy Sherwood, Wolfgang & Dorie Scholz,
Steve Schulz, Michelle Schuman & Mark Clark, Michelle Schwenn, Colton Seale & Jeanne
Carlson, Barbara Seaman, Lee Seater, Paul & Tina Seaton, Eleanore Semanko, Matt Shadle &
Elisha Jensen, Pam Shavelson, Robert Shavelson, Roberta Sheldon, Pixie & Carl Siebe,
Marilyn Sigman, E. Ray Sinclair, Leslie Slater, George & Trina Smallwood, Richard Smeriglio
& Ellen O'Brien, Kevin Smith, Michael & Linda Smith, Kelly Snow & Dorothy
Melambianakis, Walt Sonen, Mary Sonnichsen & Bruce Woods, Bob & Kathleen Southwick,
Mark Spalding, John & Robin Spielman, Tania Spurkland, Eileen St. Stevan, Carla & Wayne
Stanley, Joy Steward & Stuart Schmutzler, Bill Stockwell, John Strohmeyer, Melvyn Strydom &
Nadya Klingel, Taz Tally, Nancy Tappan, Steve & Regina Tarola, Charles W. Tebbutt & Karen
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Murphy, Gordon & Kim Terpening, JimThiele & Sue Pope, Scott Thomas & Rebecca Downey
Thomas, Peg & Jules Tileston, Ron & Vivian Tinsley, Sonja Tobiessen, Paul & Mary Todd,
Janice Todd, DeWaine, Jane and Zoe Tollefsrud, Kenna Sue & Howard Trickey, Steve &
KatieTurner, Paul Twardock, Richard "Toby" Tyler, Robert & Barbara Valerious, Ralph Van
Dusseldorp, Peter Van Tuyn & Ilona Bessenyey, Koala Vandruff, Frank Vondersaar, Neil &
Kyra Wagner, Janet Wainwright, Nancy Wainwright & Jeffrey Jessee, Joseph Waldo, Gary
Walklin & Jacqueline Colson, Michelle Waneka, Emily & Bob Ward, Dylan Weiser, Michael
& Susan Weiss, Darren J.Welsh, Karen West, D.Whaley, JudyWhittaker, Sharon Whytal, Jane
& Bill Wiebe, Anne Wieland, David Wilcove, Christine Wilcox & Roderic Smith, Steve
Williams & Nancy Gordon, John Williams, Andy & Sally Wills, Charles & Barbara
Wohlforth, Elise Wolf & Whitney Lowe, Susan Wolf & Sid Choate, Elizabeth Wolfe & Philip
Reeves, Gaye Wolfe & Sam Smith, Tom & Kathy Wood, Connie Wood, Dee & Lynne Woods,
Kenneth & Sharon Wyberg, Tom & Lori Zitzmann, Albert Zucker,

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS
BUSINESS CONTRIBUTIONS IN 2006!

AHQ Alaska Health Quest, Alaska Community Share, Alaska Northern
Lights, Alaska Personal Journeys, Alaska Wildland Adventures Inc.,
Alaskan Flower Essence Project, Anchorage Waterways Council,
Archipelago Properties, L.L.C., Bay Excursions LLC, Best Western
Bidarka, Brant General Contracting, Carpet World of Alaska, Inc.,
Combined Federal Campaign, Cook Inlet Alliance, Cove Country
Cabins, Eagle Eye Photo & Communications, Earth & Plant, Inc.,
Fellows Fisheries, Inc., Friends of Mat-Su, Friends of McNeil River,
Fritz Creek General Store, Good Karma Inn, Home Sweet Homer,
Homer Theatre, Kachemak Bay Wilderness Lodge, Kirk Johnson,
D.D.S., PC, KMD Services and Consulting, Kodiak Audubon Society,
M/V Whistler, Mako's Water Taxi, Peninsula Surgical Clinic, Pioneer
Alaskan Fisheries, RBCA - Resurrection Bay Conservation Alliance,
Seaside Adventures, Seater & Company, Skyline Bed & Breakfast,
Small Is Beautiful, Susitna Wild Seafoods, TDX Power, The Old Inlet
Bookshop, The Peterson Bay Company, Inc., Tom Hughes Graphic
Design, United Cook Inlet Drift Association, Wind Puffin Designs

Thanks to Cook Inletkeeper’s
Major Funders

Alaska Center for the Environment • Alaska Community Share
Alaska Conservation Foundation • Ben and Jerry’s Foundation
BoatUS Foundation • Brainerd Foundation
Bullitt Foundation • Center for Alaskan Coastal Studies
Clean Water Network • Combined Federal Campaign
Defenders of Wildlife • Endurance Fund
Environmental Support Center • Fund for Wild Nature
Foley/Frischkorn Wildlife & Conservation Fund
Homer Foundation and City of Homer
Leighty Foundation • Mountaineers Foundation
Giles W. and Elise G. Mead Foundation
New-Land Foundation • NOAA Marine Fisheries Service
Norcross Wildlife Foundation • Oak Foundation
Patagonia • Skaggs Foundation • True North Foundation
Unitarian Universalist Funding Program
US Environmental Protection Agency • US Fish and Wildlife Service
Wolfensohn Family Foundation
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Bike-to-Work Week, May 14th-19th, 2007 (Statewide):

The biggest week for biking in the nation is just around the corner. Cook Inletkeeper encourages all members to help reduce our carbon footprint by joining us as we cruise, sprint, skip and roll to work. The communities of Anchorage and Homer are organizing special events for
national Bike to Work Week (contact ingrid@inletkeeper.org) and Anchorage (contact beth@greenstarinc.org ).

REAP Presentation, May 18, 8:30 PM (Homer):

Chris Rose of the Renewable Energy Alaska Project (REAP) will present on the renewable energy potentials for
Cook Inlet and beyond at the Islands and Ocean Visitors Center in Homer. Sponsored by Inletkeeper and the Alaska Conservation Foundation. Admission is free.

Celebration of Giving, May 20, 5:00 PM (Homer): To be held at Land’s End Resort offering a waterfront condominium on the Homer Spit in an auction to benefit local non-profits. The auction, sponsored by Generous Adventures Travel Auctions, is also being conducted online: www.generousadventures.com/detail.lasso?tripid=020711
Live music, appetizers, a full-course dinner, dessert and two drinks are included in the event ticket price of $55. For more information contact michael@inletkeeper.org.
Alaska Oceans Festival, June 2, 2007, Noon-10PM (Anchorage):

At the West Delaney Park Strip in Anchorage. The primary focus of the annual festival is to
educate the public and raise awareness about the importance of healthy oceans and to celebrate the bounty of Alaska's many marine resources. Come see us at the Cook
Inletkeeper booth and help us save the Cook Inlet beluga whale! For more information see: http://www.akcenter.org/programs/oceans/ocean_festival.html

Kachemak Bay Sea Fest May 25-June 3, 2007 (Homer): This 10-day festival combines the Kayak Fest, Wooden Boat Show and the Seafair Safety Rodeo featuring
events, seminars, demonstrations, workshops and fun for all ages & skill levels. Call 235-7740 or see http://www.kachemakkayakfestival.com for more information.
National River Cleanup Week, June 2-10, 2007 (National):

- Cook Inletkeeper will be organizing cleanups on local streams. If you would like to participate in a
hands-on way to help protect the rivers you love, or pitch in at one of their cleanups near you. Call Ingrid at 907-235-4068 x 29 or email ingrid@inletkeeper.org for details.

Kenai River Festival, June 9 & 10, 2007 (Soldotna): At Soldotna Creek Park in downtown Soldotna, AK. Visit http://www.kenaiwatershed.org/kenairiverfest.html
for more information about this free event that celebrates the magnificent Kenai River.
Cook Inletkeeper’s 10th Annual Splash Bash. Volunteer Appreciation Party.

See www.inletkeeper.org for time and date.

