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In October, the Alaska Clean Harbors Advisory 
Committee (led by Cook Inletkeeper) 

certified the Homer Harbor as the first Alaska 
Clean Harbor in the state. In addition to Cook 
Inletkeeper, the Advisory Committee, certifying 
body for ACH, includes representatives from 
Alaska Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program, 
Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation, 
Alaska Dept. of Natural Resources, Green 
Star, Marine Exchange of Alaska and the 
Alaska Association of Harbormasters and Port 
Administrators.

Cook Inletkeeper’s Rachel Lord has worked 
for the past two years with partners around 
the state developing the Alaska Clean Harbors 
program. This voluntary program provides 
valuable pollution prevention tools for local 
communities to protect the marine resources 
that support our coastal economies. Through 
participation in the program, communities 
have an improved commitment to pollution 
prevention, increased waste reduction, 

substantial long-term cost savings and ongoing 
promotion of clean boating.

Cook Inletkeeper announced in November 
a new Executive Director to lead the group 

through a restructuring effort that will make it 
more effective and efficient at protecting water 
quality and wild salmon throughout the Cook 
Inlet watershed. After an extensive nationwide 
search, the Board of Directors selected Wayne 
Jenkins, most recently the Executive Director at 

Georgia ForestWatch, to lead the organization. 
Former Executive Director Bob Shavelson will 
take a lateral step, leading the organization’s 
advocacy efforts and sharing a management 
role with Jenkins. 

“This re-organization will provide us with 
new, experienced leadership in Wayne,” said 
Board President Benjamin Jackinsky, “and 

allow Bob to focus on the growing 
advocacy issues in Cook Inlet that 
threaten water quality and salmon 
habitat. We have a great team 
in place and this restructuring 
will put us on stronger footing 
moving forward.”

Jenkins comes to Cook 
Inletkeeper with a strong 
background in nonprofit 
fundraising and management. 
“This organization has a great 
history and an exciting future,” 
said Jenkins. “I’m looking forward 
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Cook Inletkeeper Embarks on Groundbreaking Transition 
Jenkins new Executive Director; Shavelson to Focus on Advocacy

Alaska Clean Harbors Designates its First Clean Harbor

Cook Inletkeeper’s Rachel Lord, coordinator for the 
Alaska Clean Harbor program, presented the Homer 
Harbor with the first Alaska Clean Harbor certification 
in the state at the November 28, 2011 Homer City 
Council meeting. From left to right: Rachel Lord, Bryan 
Hawkins (Homer Harbormaster) and Matt Clarke 
(Homer Deputy Harbormaster).

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 11
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Dear Friends of Cook Inlet – 

This is an exciting time at Cook 
Inletkeeper. For the past 16 years, I 

have worn three hats in this organization—
management, fundraising and advocacy. 
Now, with the hiring of Wayne Jenkins as 
our new Executive Director, I will be able 
to devote more time to the growing water 
quality and salmon habitat issues unfolding 
around the watershed. At the same time, 
our organization will grow stronger with the 
addition of Wayne’s nonprofit knowledge 
and experienced leadership. 

And the timing couldn’t be better. In 
addition to the massive Chuitna coal project 
proposed for the west side of Cook Inlet, 
Cook Inlet is experiencing a wave of new 
oil and gas seismic testing and exploratory 
drilling. As climate change continues to 
batter our coastlines and glaciers and 
salmon streams, we need to continue to 
push for homegrown jobs and energy 
from the world class renewable resources 
that surround us, including solar, wind, 
tidal and geothermal power. We also need 
to stop the flagrant waste of scarce public 
dollars on boondoggle projects that destroy 
vital fish habitat. The Knik Arm Bridge, the 
rail spur to Port MacKenzie and the Port 
of Anchorage expansion are but the most 
troubling examples.

Finally, we must continue to work to 

protect the endangered Cook Inlet beluga 
whale, because if we let that thread of our 
ecosystem fabric unwind, we’ll upset the 
balance that helps make Cook Inlet such 
a vibrant and productive ecosystem. Now, 
with my new title as “Inletkeeper,” I will 
be able to increasingly devote my time 
and energy to these and other issues that 
threaten our wild salmon runs and the 
countless Alaskans they support. And as 
always, we will turn to you for your help 
and support. Because Cook Inlet belongs 
to you.

Yours for Cook Inlet – 

Bob Shavelson
Inletkeeper 

A Letter from YOUR Cook Inletkeeper 

Cook Inlet Salmon More Valuable Than Coal for China

CLEAN ENERGY

In October Cook Inletkeeper released 
a new report on the economics of wild 

Alaskan salmon vs. strip-mined coal destined 
for China. It came as no surprise that intact, 
sustainable fisheries and their habitats are 
far more valuable than coal that is removed 
and shipped to China.

The report titled, “Net Public Benefits 
of the Chuitna Coal Project,” was conducted 
by the Center for Sustainable Economy and 
set out to calculate the Net Public Benefit 
of developing the Chuitna coal strip mine. 
The net public benefit is found by taking 
in the total economic output (i.e. taxes, 
royalties, jobs created and impact to the 
local economy) and then subtracting all 
the project-associated cost (i.e. the cost of 

reclamation, lost economic opportunity, 
environmental damages). In the end, you 
find the true cost of a project—the net 
public benefit. 

The report concluded the proposed 
Chuitna coal strip mine would cost Alaska 
$2 billion over the 25-year life span of 
the mine. Taking all costs into account, 
including impacts from burning the coal, 
the report finds the project would result 
in a net economic loss of $57 to over $75 
billion over its 25-year life. 

This report provides Governor Parnell 
and our decision makers with a sound, 
rational basis to reject the Chuitna coal strip 
mine and protect our wild Alaska salmon 
in perpetuity. 
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Governor Rejects Protections for Cook Inlet Salmon Streams
Cook Inletkeeper Petitioned the State to Deem Salmon Streams Unsuitable for Coal Mining

In October, the Parnell Administration 
and the Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) rejected Cook 
Inletkeeper’s petition to protect salmon 
streams in the Chuitna watershed. Cook 
Inletkeeper and the Chuitna Citizens 
Coalition asked DNR to create a buffer 
to set aside and protect salmon streams 
and the riparian corridors in PacRim’s 
proposed Chuitna coal strip mine; similar 
setbacks are required to protect salmon 
streams during logging operations. 

Delaware-based PacRim Coal seeks 
to develop the Chuitna coal strip mine 
on the west side of Cook Inlet just 45 
miles west of Anchorage. The residents of 
the Native Village of Tyonek and Beluga, 
the communities closest to the mine site, 
are part of the growing and broad-based 
opposition to PacRim’s Chuitna coal strip 
mine and their plan to completely remove 

11 miles of wild Alaska salmon spawning 
and rearing waters the Department of 
Fish and Game considers important 
salmon habitat. If permitted, this would 
be the first project in state history to 
completely remove a salmon stream, 
setting a dangerous precedent for future 
development projects and the fate of our 
wild Alaska salmon.

PacRim intends to remove eight square 
miles of healthy fish and wildlife habitat 
to a depth of 350 feet deep and claims 
they can then build a salmon stream from 
scratch. PacRim has offered no examples 
to support their claims, and a growing 
body of scientific evidence suggests it 
may be impossible to reconstruct the 
underlying hyporheic flow necessary for 
the over-winter survival of salmon eggs 
and to restore the pre-mining functions, 
values and biological complexity. If it was 

possible to rebuild a salmon stream, more 
profitable opportunities would exist 
rebuilding the once-great salmon runs 
of the Pacific Northwest than digging up 
Alaska’s salmon streams in order to ship 
coal to fire Asian power plants.

Alaskans recognize the important 
role salmon play in our economy, and a 
strong majority of Alaskans want natural 
buffers around riparian areas to protect 
salmon streams. If you would like to help 
protect our healthy salmon habitats and 
the local economies they support, go to 
www.chuitna.org and ask the governor 
to protect Cook Inlet salmon streams 
from coal strip mining. To learn more, 
contact Dennis Gann, Inletkeeper Coal 
Organizer at dennis@inletkeeper.org or 
907.929.9371.

Jack-up Rigs in Cook Inlet

This past fall saw the arrival of the 
first jack-up rig to enter Cook Inlet 

in over 25 years. Escopeta Oil illegally 
imported the Spartan 151 jack-up rig into 
Cook Inlet in August from the Gulf of 
Mexico via Cape Horn. 
Subsequently, Escopeta 
has been fined $15 
million by the U.S. 
Customs and Border 
Patrol for violations of 
the Jones Act. Escopeta 
Oil flaunts the law 
because the State of 
Alaska has offered up 
$25 million for the 
first wells drilled into 
the Jurassic Formation 
at depths of over 
16,000 feet. Despite 
failing to reach the 
required depth by over 
8,000 feet, Escopeta 
is making wild claims 
about finding a massive 
amount of natural 

gas in their first and only test well 
drilled this fall. Cathy Foerster, one of 
the three members of the Alaska Oil 
and Gas Conservation Commission is 
quoted as saying “...we think making an 

announcement of this kind, with so little 
firm data, is irresponsible.”

So what happens when a company 
that makes premature claims and thumbs 
its nose at federal law has a real problem? 

With a second 
company, Buccaneer 
Energy, bringing a 
second jack-up rig 
into Cook Inlet for 
the summer of 2012—
entering the race for 
the millions of dollars 
of tax incentives on the 
table from the State of 
Alaska—we must ask 
ourselves: Is this how 
we want to pursue 
energy development 
in Cook Inlet and in 
Alaska? Do we want to 
attract companies that 
will do whatever they 
can to make a buck? Or 
is there a better way?

Spartan 151 jack up rig with 105-foot long tugboat sit in Kachemak Bay
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CLEAN WATER

Cook Inletkeeper staff and volunteers 
sample water at our recreational 

beaches every week from late April 
through August. Through this Alaska 
Dept. of Environmental Conservation-
funded work, water samples are tested 
for fecal bacteria contamination by a 
state-certified water-quality laboratory in 
Anchorage. 

From 2008 to 2010, sampling 
occurred at Land’s End and Mariner Park. 
In 2010, sampling began at Bishop’s 
Beach, and in 2011 volunteers collected 
samples at Bishop’s Beach and Whiskey 
Gulch beach, north of Anchor Point. 
From April through August of 2011, no 
exceedences of bacteria water quality 
standards were found from any samples 
at these locations. Eric Grazia and Kira 
Olson, Cook Inletkeeper’s summer 
interns, were integral to a successful 
sampling season. Both spent many early 
mornings wading into the water to collect 
samples and get them to the airport 
for a quick flight to the Anchorage lab. 

Beginning in April 2012, Inletkeeper staff 
will collect samples at Bishop’s Beach 
and at the mouth of the Anchor River. 

Volunteers are always needed to help with 
this project! Call Rachel at 907.235.4068 
x29 for more information.

 Summer intern Eric Grazia collects water samples for bacteria analysis at Land’s End beach in 
Homer. Cook Inletkeeper conducts sampling through a grant from the Alaska Dept. of Environmental 
Conservation at Homer and Anchor Point beaches from April through August.

Inletkeeper’s Baseline Water Quality Library
Beaver Creek, Tributary to the Anchor River, is First in the Series

Summer Monitoring Results from Lower Kenai Peninsula Beaches

 Kyra and Neil Wagner collected baseline water quality data on Beaver 
Creek, a tributary to the Anchor River, from 2002-2010. Pictured is 
Kyra during sampling on December 18, 2004.

In 1996, Inletkeeper began the first 
citizen-based water quality monitoring 

program in Alaska. Since then, Cook 
Inletkeeper has trained more than 300 

volunteers to collect water quality data 
on streams in the Kachemak Bay and 
Anchor Point watersheds. In addition to 
getting folks into the streams and aware 

of water-quality issues, 
a primary goal of the 
Citizens’ Environmental 
Monitoring Project 
(CEMP) is to collect 
baseline data. By taking 
time to learn about our 
streams now, we can 
track future changes 
and be informed as 
a community when 
we make decisions 
about development 
and conservation. 
Baseline datasets are 
collected over a period 
of at least five years. 
To be considered a 
“complete” baseline 

dataset, a series of criteria must be met 
for each CEMP site. Data are summarized 
in a reader-friendly way, including “bug” 
data, continuous temperature data and 
photographs and observations over the 
years. By looking at all of this together, 
the data provide a picture of water quality 
and habitat quality at local streams. The 
first of these baseline reports was released 
this summer! From 2002-2010, Kyra and 
Neil Wagner monitored Beaver Creek, 
a tributary to the Anchor River. Bidarka 
Creek is coming out next, followed by 
12 more streams as Cook Inletkeeper 
volunteers complete the datasets. Annual 
reports summarize all of the citizen-based 
water quality work done with Inletkeeper 
in the previous year. All CEMP reports 
are available on Cook Inletkeeper’s 
website. If you have any questions about 
Inletkeeper’s CEMP, contact Rachel at 
rachel@inletkeeper.org. 
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HEALTHY HABITAT

CEMP Volunteer Spotlight: Lee & Jenny Dewees

‘Build It and They Will Come’ Not a Plan for Project Success in Cook Inlet

Lee and Jenny Dewees (at right) are Cook Inletkeeper’s 2011 Volunteers of the Year. Here they 
are with granddaughter Quinn (left) and intern Eric Grazia (center) doing macroinvertebrate 
sampling at Lower Diamond Creek in August.

Each year, Cook Inletkeeper selects one of 
their outstanding water quality monitoring 

volunteers as the Citizens’ Environmental 
Monitoring Program Volunteer of the Year. Cook 
Inletkeeper was pleased to award Lee Dewees and 
his wife Jenny as the 2011 Volunteers of the Year 
during Splash Bash in July. Lee and Jenny, who are 
also members of the Homer Yacht Club, started 
monitoring Lower Diamond Creek (KB-1140) in 
2009. This summer, with the help of granddaughter 
Quinn, they also conducted macroinvertebrate 
sampling at Diamond Creek.  Thanks to them, the 
baseline dataset is complete for this site and Lee 
and Jenny moved on to sample at Bridge Creek. 
Finishing work at site KB-1140 they wrote a poem: 
Ode to KB-1140. You can read their ode, as well 
as other news about CEMP and Inletkeeper’s 
volunteers, in the CEMP Newsletters available on 
the Cook Inletkeeper website at www.inletkeeper.
org/resources. Thank You, Lee and Jenny!

In the movie “Field of Dreams,” Kevin Costner’s character 
hears voices telling him to build a baseball field in a cornfield. 

“Build it and they will come,” the voices said. He did, and a 
magical story unfolded. But in Cook Inlet, “build it and they 
will come” has become a management philosophy for bloated 
government projects that threaten to make our great state just 
another cable TV laugh line.

The Port of Anchorage: Port Director Bill Sheffield rejected 
plans that would have built a safer, more useful dock for 
$150 million, and opted instead for an 
experimental design that will cost more 
than $1 billion if it ever gets built (and its 
seismic stability will remain in question 
until the next “big one”). 

The Mat-Su Ferry: The Mat-Su 
Borough has no serious business plan for 
the ferry, no place to dock the vessel and 
no projected ridership that could come 
close to making the vessel break even. 
To date, this boondoggle has gobbled 
up $4.5 million for a fancy ferry terminal 
building at Port MacKenzie, and over $78 million for design and 
construction of the vessel.

The Knik Arm Bridge: Fancy transportation consultants 
claim a new bridge would see 36,000 trips a day by 2035. But 
the bridge would not save driving time from Wasilla and Palmer. 
They also factor in four lanes of traffic revenue to make the 

project look feasible, yet consider only two lanes of project 
costs when determining final numbers (final cost is over $1 
billion and private investors want the state to guarantee their 
investments).

Port MacKenzie: Port MacKenzie has seen but a handful of 
ship visits over the past six years. Now there’s a new savior: 
a $250 million railroad spur across fish streams and private 
farmlands to connect the Port to the existing rail line. Due 
to the complexity of this project, this price tag will certainly 

skyrocket. 
The Bill Sheffield Railroad Terminal: 

A 1999 study paid for by the railroad 
said the facility would serve as many as 
200,000 people annually within a year of 
opening. In 2009, however, just 20,000 
people used it, and today the facility is in 
warm shut-down. 

Some argue this multi-billion dollar 
bundle of projects reflects vision and 
courage. But it’s time to push the romantics 
aside and get some pragmatic leadership 

that understands that “build it and they will come” rarely results 
in sound investment decisions. We must use our precious public 
dollars to fix what we already have first. The Anchorage sewage 
treatment plant—which receives a special waiver from the feds to 
dump 30-40 million gallons of partially treated sewage into Cook 
Inlet every day—would be a good start.

“[This philosophy] 
rarely results in sound 

investment decisions. We 
must use our precious 

public dollars to fix what 
we already have first.”
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Everybody knows fish need 
water. That’s why Cook 

Inletkeeper recently had to 
sue the state to make sure our 
salmon have enough water 
in their streams to migrate, 
spawn and rear.

Alaska operates under a 
water law system that’s based 
on the notion of “first in time, 
first in right,” 
which means the 
first person to 
appropriate water 
from a specific 
waterbody has a 
superior right to 
that water over 
anyone who 
appropriates water afterward.

Appropriating water, 
however, does not always 
mean the water must be 
removed from the system. In 
fact, in Alaska there is a specific 
law (Alaska Statute 46.15.145) 
allowing citizens to “reserve” 
water in streams and lakes to 
support salmon. It’s called an 
instream flow reservation and 
it carries the same legal weight 

as an out-of-stream diversion.
But the state processes 

water use applications from 
corporations and ignores 
instream flow requests 
designed to protect fish. So, 
Cook Inletkeeper joined the 
Chuitna Citizens Coalition—
and the law firm Trustees 
for Alaska—to sue the state 

in November to 
put fish first in 
water allocation 
decisions. 

The state is 
sitting on more 
than 350 instream 
flow applications, 
yet it processes 

water requests from Outside 
corporations at the drop of a 
hat. We believe fish must come 
first when it comes to water 
allocation decisions. Because 
if they don’t, it won’t be long 
before we’re in the same 
boat as Oregon, Washington 
and other places that once 
supported vibrant salmon 
runs. So, we carry forth with a 
new mantra: fish first!

Fish First! Inletkeeper Fights to Keep 
Water in our Salmon Streams

Thermal Sleuthing: 
On the Hunt for Cold Water Habitats

With GPS in hand, Cook Inletkeeper was out in the field 
in search of cold water this past summer. As stream 

temperatures continue to rise in many of Cook Inlet’s salmon 
streams, cold water refugia—areas within a stream that are 
persistently colder than adjacent areas—will be critical to the 
survival and persistence of salmonids and other fish species 
in the years ahead. In 2010, we worked with Watershed 
Sciences Inc. to acquire thermal infrared imagery for 34 miles 
of the Anchor River. This remote sensing data of surface water 
temperature was collected by an infrared sensor mounted on a 
helicopter. This rich dataset provides us valuable information to 
identify important cold-water sources to the river, which help 
maintain temperatures that are healthy for salmon. 

In 2011, we ground-truthed the thermal dataset, which 
involved going out into the field and actually finding the cold 
water habitats identified in the thermal imagery. This ground 
truthing is an important step to validate the thermal images. 
And a heck of a lot of fun. We have discovered springs and 
seeps that are in fact contributing cold water to the main stem, 
sometimes as much as 5oC (9oF). These areas often are rust-
colored as the iron-rich groundwater reaches the surface and 
is oxidized. 

With this new understanding of what cold water habitats 
look like and where they are, we will work with Kachemak 
Heritage Land Trust in 2012 to identify parcels with key 
Chinook and coho salmon habitat, which are the highest 
priority for permanent conservation. This effort provides 
a unique opportunity to link state-or-the-art science with 
conservation planning and land protection strategies designed 
for perpetual habitat conservation to benefit salmon. We are 
excited to integrate Cook Inletkeeper’s science with KHLT’s 
applied approach to protecting salmon habitat!

Thermal infrared imagery (left), with corresponding aerial image (right), 
showing cold water inputs (darker color) to the main channel of the 
Anchor River. For a more colorful look at the thermal images, go to: 
inletkeeper.org/healthy-habitat/cold-water-refugia.

Alaskans Working to Resurrect 
Coastal Management Program

Alaska once boasted a proud Coastal Management Program 
(ACMP) and for good reason: our state contains more 

coastline than all the Lower 48 states combined. Citizen access 
to the ACMP started to slip under the Knowles Administration, 
then Frank Murkowski rammed through changes that cut local 
Alaskans from any meaningful role in local decision making. 
The problem reached a peak in early 2011, when the Parnell 
Administration and the Alaska Legislature let the program 
lapse. Now, Alaska has no seat at the table for projects in federal 
offshore waters that impact our coastal resources. 

Cook Inletkeeper Board member Mako Haggerty has 
joined with other concerned Alaskans to bring back the ACMP. 
The Alaska Sea Party is a statewide grassroots organization that 
is working fast and furious to collect enough signatures for a 
statewide ballot initiative to restore the ACMP. The deadline 
for signatures is January 17, 2012. For more information, go to 
www.alaskaseaparty.org.

“...fish must 
come first when 

it comes to 
water allocation 

decisions.”
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This past summer, we compiled the 
first three years of data (2008-2010) 

for the Stream Temperature Monitoring 
Network, which is designed to identify 
thermal impacts in coastal salmon 
habitat in the Cook Inlet basin. Our goal 
is to collect continuous water and air 
temperatures in 48 non-glacial salmon 
streams for five years, in an effort to 
understand recent annual variation. 
This report is online at: inletkeeper.org/
resources/contents/stream-temperature-
report. 

Results from the first three years 
show that maximum stream temperatures 
ranged broadly among sites and between 
years and, in many streams, were above 
levels known to be stressful to salmon. 
The report includes colorful regional 
maps illustrating temperature results 
as well as climate projection maps for 
Cook Inlet. These projections predict 
that air temperatures and, to a lesser 
degree, precipitation will increase across 
the landscape over the next 100 years. 
From these maps you can see that July air 
temperatures may increase as much as 
5 degrees Celsius and increasing winter 
air temperatures may reduce snow 
accumulation, especially on the lower 
Kenai Peninsula and west side of Cook 
Inlet. The report provides stream-specific 
information to help you understand if 
your favorite fishing destination is among 
the most temperature-sensitive salmon 
streams in Cook Inlet and how climate 
change is likely to impact our salmon 
resources in the years ahead. 

As we wrap up year four of this five-
year project, it is clear that the Stream 
Temperature Monitoring Network 
has been a successful collaborative 
monitoring effort to collect comparable 
stream temperature data across a broad 
region. Consistently coordinated by Cook 
Inletkeeper, with 15 different partners 
involved, the Temperature Network is a 
great example of how a partnership of 
federal and state agencies, tribal entities 
and community-based organizations and 
volunteers can accomplish more together 
and more effectively than by any group 
working alone.

Stream Temperature 
Monitoring Network: 

2008-2010 Report

Thank you 
Eric & Kira!

We had an action-packed summer for 
our interns this year. Eric Grazia, 

our Alaska Conservation Foundation 
(ACF) intern, jumped nimbly between 
field work, laboratory duties and mapping 
projects at our new and improved GIS 
station. Eric provided excellent GIS 
support creating maps of all CEMP 
watersheds and maps to support field 
efforts hunting for cold water habitats. 
Eric is now on Cape Cod working for 
AmeriCorps. Kira Olson, a Homer native, 
came to us with support from Colorado 
College. Kira worked on educational 
outreach efforts, creating a new water-
quality lesson plan we can take to local 
classrooms, and working with Homer 
artist Melisse Reichman to create our new 
interactive magnetic watershed board we 
took to the State Fair. We wish both Eric 
and Kira all the best as they pursue new 
challenges and hope they enjoyed their 
time at Cook Inletkeeper as much as we 
enjoyed having them.

Eric Grazia and Kira Olsen, Cook Inletkeeper’s 
2011 summer interns.

Due in part to our geographic isolation, 
Alaska has received little impact 

from invasive species so far. Because each 
invasive species behaves differently when 
introduced to a new area, it is important 
to monitor their spread and understand 
their potential ecological impact. This past 
summer, we helped support a project to 
investigate if an invasive wasp, the green 
alder sawfly (Monsoma pulveratum), 
could negatively affect juvenile salmon. 
Since their introduction, the larvae have 
become voracious herbivores, defoliating 
thin-leaf alder stands across Southcentral 
Alaska. One way the sawflies could impact 
salmon is by reducing the availability of 
their primary prey source—terrestrial 
insects that fall into streams from the 
stream-side or riparian vegetation. 

The good news is that the project 
did not find negative effects of sawfly 
defoliation on terrestrial prey resources 
for juvenile coho salmon, and sawflies 
even acted as a supplemental prey source 
when their abundance peaked. We look 
forward to further investigation of how the 
loss of riparian alder from the combined 
effects of invasive sawfly and native alder 
canker could alter nitrogen inputs to 
soils and streams and reduce shading, 
possibly increasing stream temperatures. 
Stay tuned as we learn more. 

Are Invasive 
Green Alder Sawflies 
Impacting Salmon?

Originally from Eastern Europe and Turkey, 
green alder sawflies were likely introduced to 
Alaska in firewood or pallets.
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ORGANIZATION

Board and staff convened for its year-end meeting in December. In front: Bob Shavelson and Wayne 
Jenkins. From left to right: Tom Evans, Rob Ernst, Rachel Lord, Will Schlein, Shannyn Moore, Mike 
O’Meara, Nancy Wainwright, Michael Sharp, Ben Jackinsky, Sue Mauger, Susanna Sharp, Dennis 
Gann, Cheryl Ostor. Not pictured: Mako Haggerty, Bobi Rinehart.

Cook Inletkeeper Board & Staff

Did you know that Cook Inletkeeper’s 
website (www.inletkeeper.org) 

includes a blog where you can find out 
about what is going with Cook Inletkeeper 
and Cook Inlet watershed? Did you know 
that you can find Cook Inletkeeper on 
Facebook? As the world changes, so 
does the way we get information. At 
Cook Inletkeeper, we strive to get facts 
and ideas that matter to you wherever 
you are. Our web site at inletkeeper.
org is the one-stop shop you need for 
weather, news and opinion about what 
is happening in Cook Inlet and how you 
can play a part in ensuring clean water 
and healthy salmon.

Remember that you can always learn 
about emerging issues and current events 
that affect the Cook Inlet watershed at 
www.inletkeeper.org. Check out our 
blog, and also find us on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/inletkeeper.

Check Out the Cook 
Inletkeeper Blog

Do We Have Your Email Address?
If you’re not getting the Keeper News and Action Alerts from us, you’re missing 

out. As much as possible, we’re shifting to electronic communication for those 
members and supporters who prefer it. Everyone who gives us permission to 
use their email address helps us to save money on paper, printing and postage. 
When we have your email, we can include you when we share critical and timely 
information about issues that affect the watershed, plus we can send electronic 
renewal reminders, event announcements and, if you wish, the Inletkeeper 
newsletter—all without paper. To update your membership record, email your 
complete contact information to susanna@inletkeeper.org

to getting my feet wet, and helping take 
the organization to the next level.”

Cook Inletkeeper undertook this 
transition for two reasons. First, the 
pollution and policy issues facing Cook 
Inlet communities have grown in number 
and complexity. By sharing duties with 
Wayne, Bob will be able to focus more of 
his energy on the many issues threatening 
our fisheries and the people who rely on 
them. 

Second, as Cook Inletkeeper has 
grown, so too have the duties and 
responsibilities placed on the Executive 
Director. Bob has been the organization’s 
Executive Director AND its lead advocate 
for over 16 years. As a result, a shared-
management structure will spread the 
work load, emphasize the respective 
strengths Wayne and Bob bring to the 
table, and position Cook Inletkeeper as 
a more stable, sustainable and effective 
organization. 

Continued from page 1

Inletkeeper Transition

Every year, Alaska residents have another opportunity 
to contribute, through Pick.Click.Give., the 

Permanent Fund Dividend charitable contributions 
program. When you register online for your PFD, select 
Cook Inletkeeper from the list of eligible nonprofits, 
and your donation is deducted automatically from your 
PFD payment in the fall. A donation through Pick.Click.
Give is easy and secure and provides Inletkeeper with 
one more source of valuable unrestricted funding. Visit 
www.pickclickgive.org for more information!
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Estimated tons of coal PacRim Coal will extract from wetlands and salmon streams 
if the proposed Chuitna coal strip mine is developed: 300,000,000

Years the first phase of mining will take: 25
Miles of salmon stream PacRim plans to destroy by strip mining: 11.2

Number of wild salmon species in the Chuitna River watershed: 5
Estimated tons of CO2 emitted by combustion of Chuitna coal each year: 24,000,000

Average tons of CO2 emitted by an average car each year: 8.47
Number of registered cars and trucks in Anchorage: 269,160

Size, in square miles, of downtown Anchorage: 0.384
Size, in square miles, of PacRim Coal’s beluga coal lease: 32 

Wholesale average price, per pound, of wild caught, Alaska red salmon in August 2011: $3.77
Wholesale average price, per pound, of U.S. coal at the end of September 2011: $0.02 

Estimated number of Cook Inlet beluga whales in 1979: 1,300
Estimated number of Cook Inlet beluga whales in 2008: 375 

Diurnal range of tide in Turnagain Arm, in feet: 33.3
Rank, by size, of Turnagain Arm tidal range in U.S.: 1

In the world: 4
Diurnal range of tide at Point Barrow, in feet: 0.4

Number of oil/gas platforms in Cook Inlet: 16
Number of oil/gas wells in Cook Inlet as of 2006: 335

Number of new wells drilled since 2008: 40

With the click of a mouse, you can now 
order your handmade mugs, organic tees 
or recycled hoodie from the online store. 
Visit www.inletkeeper.org/store and browse 
the great clothing, books and other items 
we have for sale. Every dollar you spend in 
Inletkeeper’s Store is a dollar well spent for 
clean water and healthy salmon.

Inletkeeper Store 
is Now Online

KEEPER’S INDEx

Did you know that 
your old cameras, 

computers, TVs and other 
electronics contain toxins 
like mercury, cadmium 
and lead? One computer 
alone can contain more 
than five pounds of lead! 
This holiday season, create 
some space to store old 
electronics for recycling 
and encourage your friends and family 
to do the same. By recycling your old 
electronics, you’re helping keep these 
toxins from leaching out of our unlined 
landfills and into streams and Cook 

Inlet. Cook Inletkeeper 
and local partners will 
hold our 7th Annual 
Electronics Recycling 
Day on April 28, 2012 in 
Homer. We’re looking 
to expand our e-waste 
recycling throughout the 
watershed, so let us know 
if you’d like help starting 
an electronics recycling 

day in your community! We’ll keep you 
updated on e-cycling opportunities 
on Facebook and our website. Check 
it out at: inletkeeper.org/clean-water/
electronics-recycling.

New iPhone this Holiday Season? 
SAVE your Old Electronics for Recycling!

Scan the 
QR code 
for a list of 
sources.

Sources can be found here: 
bit.ly/keepersindexF11



INLETKEEPER

PAGE 10 COOK INLETKEEPER

The Alaska State Fair turned 75 
in 2011 and Cook Inletkeeper 

was there in Palmer to celebrate 
and talk clean water and healthy 
salmon. For 12 days, Inletkeeper 
staff and board greeted hundreds 
of visitors from all across the 
state. Our efforts enhanced 
awareness of the organization 
and our work, and boosted 
support. We appreciate our new 
members from the Valley and the 
hundreds of supporters who sent 
cards to Governor Parnell asking 
him to prevent PacRim Coal from 
removing 11 miles of salmon stream. Thanks to everyone who 
helped to make this a spectacular outreach effort!

Board President Ben Jackinsky talks to a visitor at the Cook Inletkeeper 
fair booth in Raven Hall.

Inletkeeper at the Alaska State Fair

Q: Moving from 
Georgia to Alaska is 
going to present some 
unique challenges. 
What kind of long 
underwear do you 
prefer: cotton, polypro 
or wool?

A: Informed Alaska 
sources reveal that 
wool is best! On the 
few days the mountains 
of north Georgia calls 
for long johns, it really 
doesn’t matter unless 

you fall into a river. I own both cotton and polypro. Guess I’ll 
be moving toward wool.

Q:  You’ve been to Alaska numerous times in the past. 
 What draws you to this place?

A: The incredible beauty of this place blows me away. The Blue 
Ridge Mountains in north Georgia are distinctly beautiful, with 
their mixed hardwood-forest covered slopes and clear-water 
streams flowing in almost every holler, a most mellow climate 
and amazing aquatic biodiversity. But Alaska casts a different 
spell with its soaring peaks, incredible wildlife and large 
percentage of lands protected from the kind of development 
that has destroyed so much of the Lower 48’s biodiversity and 
ecological integrity. I think that gets to the heart of it for me, 
you know, the wholeness of the landscape; the land and waters 

Q&A with Wayne Jenkins
Inletkeeper’s new Executive Director 

gets personal

The majority of households around Cook Inlet rely on 
private water sources for their drinking water. In 2008, 

Cook Inletkeeper began outreaching to families with private 
water sources to help with water-quality testing and pro-active 
understanding of water protection and links to health. Now in 
its third year, the Safe Drinking Water Program has helped more 
than 100 families test their drinking water through well-water 
testing classes and word of mouth. 

In 2011, Inletkeeper’s Rachel Lord conducted classes in 
Cooper Landing and in Homer. Participants learn how to take 

water samples, receive 
sample kits and get 
a price discount for 
tests done by a state-
certified drinking water 
lab in Anchorage. Cook 
Inletkeeper plans to 
expand this program 
in the coming years 
to provide similar 
opportunities in 
communities around 
Cook Inlet. For more 
information, and lots 
of resources on private 
drinking water, see the 
website: inletkeeper.
org/clean-water/safe-
drinking-water.

Safe Drinking Water Classes: 
Homer & Cooper Landing

Public water is tested for contaminants, 
including bacteria and metals like arsenic; 
private wells are not—unless you make it 
happen. Inletkeeper provides information 
and resources to help you navigate the 
testing process so you know if your water 
is healthy.

Congratulations to Willow 
resident Pattie Schultz who 
won the drawing for the bear-
viewing trip to Hallo Bay.
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A special thanks to 
Cook Inletkeeper’s 
institutional 
funders:

Alaska Conservation  
  Foundation

Beatrice Fox Auerbach 
   Foundation Fund at 
   Hartford Foundation  
   for Public Giving

Bullitt Foundation

Endurance Fund

Harder Foundation

Homer Foundation
   City of Homer
   Jack & Mary Lentfer Fund

JiJi Foundation

Leighty Foundation

New-Land Foundation

Norcross Wildlife 
   Foundation

Ocean Foundation

Patagonia International

Surf Industry  
   Manufacturer’s Association

State of Alaska ADF&G

State of Alaska DEC

True North Foundation

US Forest Service

US Fish and Wildlife Service

Wolfensohn Family  
   Foundation

are still about as pristine as it gets on this ole 
mudball. Also, living in mountains for the last 
30 years I find myself strongly drawn to the 
coast, the edge of the sea and all its dynamism 
and beauty. And I love to fish.

Q:  What are some similarities and  
 differences between public interest 
 work in Georgia vs. Alaska?

A: Some basic similarities are that our work—
whether here in Alaska or Georgia or India—is 
“people” work. Though ultimately we seek to 
protect “places” or “habitats” or “systems” or 
“species” we cannot do any 
of that without engaging 
and truly caring about 
people. Protecting nature 
is not about saving the 
earth, it is about people 
understanding how totally 
dependent we are upon 
the healthy ecosystems 
that we are intimately tied 
to, dependent upon and 
ultimately responsible for. 
The earth will eventually deal with whatever 
environmental mistakes we make. It may take 
10,000 years or 50,000 or a million. But it is 
our livelihood at stake, our continuance and 
quality of life that we are addressing. And our 
children’s…

Some differences of course are the huge 
variations in the ecologies, climate and 
history of human impacts between Georgia 
and Alaska. These things along with social 
differences in education, cultural attitudes 
and political realities and the nature of “social 
change” work require sensitivity to and 
deep understanding of the social matrix or 
“landscape” to effect any real positive change. 
I am sure that there are differences but have 
not worked in Alaska long enough to fairly 
compare. I would bet most differences are 
superficial (no matter how different Alaskans 
may like to think they are from those Outside) 

and believe social change is just as difficult 
here as back in Georgia.

Q:  What do you like to do in your “free” 
 time? What do  you plan to do during  
 the Alaska winter?

A: Back in Georgia much of my free time is 
spent gardening and propagating rare native 
plants. I also hike, hunt, fish and backpack. I 
am not sure what I will be spending time on 
this winter beyond work. Wanting to get out 
and explore the Homer area in winter seems 
to require skiing or snowshoeing or both, so 

I am interested in those. I 
read a good bit, so my list 
of Alaska-centric readings 
seems to be growing 
rapidly. You may have 
more folks writing about 
this state than any other in 
the country. As this is my 
first winter here, learning 
to drive in snow, dress for 
the cold and meeting new 
people will likely make 

the time fly. I also look forward to visits from 
family around Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Q:  There was strong competition for  
 your position. Why did you pursue  
 the Cook Inletkeeper Executive  
 Director role?

A: My application for the ED position grew 
directly from a desire to move to Alaska. I am 
passionate about conservation and see the 
“movement” as critical for getting the human 
family in right balance with this beautiful and 
productive planet that supports all we are 
and do. To find “right” livelihood with such 
an outstanding team of conservationists, in 
a great little town like Homer, is well, nigh 
unbelievable; the stars aligning kind of thing. 
Knowing the transition will be challenging is 
eased by the feeling that fate has some hand 
in all this.

Deputy Harbormaster Matt Clarke 
spearheaded the Homer Harbor 
application process with the support of 
Bryan Hawkins, Homer Harbormaster, and 
the Homer City Council. Bryan Hawkins 
says of Homer’s involvement: “I’m very 
proud of Homer Harbor for taking this on. 
We have taken a lead role in taking action 
towards environmental stewardship. Clean 

Harbors are just the beginning, the most 
logical starting place, as our harbors are the 
gateways to the ocean. Clean oceans are the 
goal and it starts right here in our harbors 
as a grassroots education process.”

Matt O’Boyle, Harbormaster for 
Skagway, was impressed by Homer’s 
efforts: “I think Homer has set a high 
bar for all of us to try and achieve. Bryan 
and Matt did a great job submitting a 

wonderful application, and truly have a 
facility to be proud of.”

The Seward Harbor and Burkeshore 
Marina (Big Lake) are currently in the 
process of applying for Alaska Clean 
Harbor certification, and the city of Valdez 
signed a resolution in 2011 to begin 
pursuit of certification. More information 
about Alaska Clean Harbors can be found 
at: www.alaskacleanharbors.org.

Continued from page 1

Alaska Clean Harbors Designates its First Clean Harbor

“Though ultimately we 
seek to protect places 
or habitats or systems 
or species we cannot 
do any of that without 
engaging and truly 
caring about people.”



Cook Inletkeeper
3734 Ben Walters Lane
Homer, Alaska 99603

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Join Cook Inletkeeper at www.inletkeeper.org

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE 

Homer, AK 99603
Permit No. 33

WE NEED YOUR EYES & EARS ON COOK INLET!
JOIN COOK INLETKEEPER & HELP PROTECT WATER QUALITY!

YES! I want to support Cook Inletkeeper’s work to protect the Cook Inlet watershed and the life it sustains.
 $25 Student/Senior   $100 Patron   $500 Benefactor
  $50 Individual   $200 Business   $1,000 Sedna’s Court
  $75 Family   $365 Dollar-A-Day   Other $__________
   

            I want to be a Keeper!
 I would like to give:  monthly     quarterly
   $25  $10  $5  other                           

  I authorize Inletkeeper to make my gift a recurring payment that I may cancel or change at any time.

Recurring donations help Inletkeeper save on admin-
istrative costs—so that each dollar goes even further to 
support our critical efforts to protect the watershed.

Thank you for your support!

All gifts are tax deductible to 
the extent allowed by law.

I prefer to receive my 
    newsletter via email.

I’d like to occasionally volunteer my time for:
Events/Booths  Graphics/Photography
Mailings/Flyers Outreach/Advocacy
Water Monitoring Other__________________
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Charge my   My check to Cook Inletkeeper is enclosed.

 please automatically renew my annual membership until I cancel. 

card #                                                                             exp             

signature                                                                                            

Donor Name(s)                                                                                                                                                            

Address                                                                             City                                             St               ZIP                 

Email                                                                                                               

Phone(s)                                                                                                            

This is a gift:  in honor of    in memory of                                                                                                            

Please notify honoree at this mail/email address:                                                                                                         

Please contact me about:
gifts of stock
gifts of real or personal property
including Inletkeeper in my will.


