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Dear Harbormasters, Harbor staff,
vessel owners and crew around
Alaska,
We’re excited to congratulate Phil, Joe, and
everyone else in Haines on the cer fica on
of the Portage Cove Small Boat Harbor as
the third cer fied Clean Harbor in Alaska,
and the first in Southeast. Keep your eyes
out for press around their cer fica on this
winter. You can find a summary of their Congratulations to Phil & his staff—Portage
Cove Small Boat Harbor in Haines is the
eﬀorts
on
the
ACH
website,
third certified Clean Harbor in Alaska!
www.alaskacleanharbors.org.
Thanks to everyone at the Valdez AAHPA
mee ng for welcoming baby Sadie to the
conference! It was a new experience for
me to juggle work and the baby, as the Oc‐
tober conference marked my “oﬃcial” re‐
turn to work a er some maternity leave.

A er four years of joining you all, I didn’t
want to miss out on my 5th AAHPA
mee ng!
I’m excited to bring you this winter edi on
of the Clean Harbor Currents. Terry John‐
Con nued on page 3

ADV Task Force Overview
At the 2013 AAHPA mee ng, the member‐
ship approved a resolu on suppor ng the
establishment of an ad‐hoc Alaska Aban‐
doned & Derelict Task Force. Below is the
memo outlining the purpose and dra ob‐
jec ves for the Task Force, which will
begin mee ng in February 2014.
The purpose of the Alaska ADV Task Force
is to bring together state and federal agen‐
cies, municipali es and other interested
stakeholders to create a priori zed data‐
base of ADV throughout Alaska; to moni‐

tor and track the movement of ADV within
the state; to increase the response capaci‐
ty for all par es involved in the preven on
and sinking of ADV in Alaskan waters; and
to develop legal, financial and environ‐
mental strategies for dealing with the chal‐
lenges brought by ADV. It is suggested that
the Task Force create a framework for
state legisla on that will enable the crea‐
on of a statewide ADV Program that can
build upon this eﬀort. The dra objec ves
of the ADV Task Force include:
Con nued on page 2
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ADV Task Force (continued from page 1)
1. Iden fy all current stakeholders and their roles and responsibili es in dealing

Shane (ACH Advisory Committee member, ADEC) helped
with baby Sadie during the ACH presentation in Valdez.

with ADV in Alaskan waters, including federal, state, municipal, tribal, and private
stakeholders.
2. Review ADV programs in other states (WA, OR, FL) and develop a memo outlining
the key components of each:
a. Where is it housed
b. What is the program budget
c. What services/funding is oﬀered
d. What is their overall eﬀec veness, both perceived by staﬀ and in terms of
actual vessels removed/remediated
e. Highlights of the program which may or may not work for Alaska
3. Create a single inventory of ADV in all Alaskan waters, including a priori za on of
Vessels of Concern that pose actual or poten al pollu on threats and hazards to navi‐
ga on.
4. Develop a framework for a statewide Alaska ADV Program. Sugges ons include
dra s of the following (largely taken from the WA Derelict Vessel Program Guide‐
lines):
a. Roles & Responsibili es of all par es
b. A clear system for custody (including temporary/emergency possession),
removal and disposal of ADV
c. Repor ng system
d. Poten al funding sources
e. Vessel priori za on system
5. Review current statewide statutes on ADV in Alaska and similar statutes in other
states (WA, OR, FL). Develop a list of law and policy areas where exis ng rules and
policies could be changed to facilitate the reduc on of current and future ADV in
Alaska, including for the development of an ADV program.
Please contact Rachel if you have ques ons or would like to be involved in this pro‐
cess.
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Letter (continued from page 1)
son from Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program oﬀers up
sugges ons for fueling to minimize spills. Kim Kovol
from Green Star provides background on a great new
resource for dealing with hazardous wastes regulated
under RCRA – the Resource Conserva on and Recovery
Act. I provide an overview of our eﬀorts to convene
the Alaska Abandoned & Derelict Task Force this win‐
ter, and there’s a reminder of Clean Vessel Act funds
available for sewage management at your harbor!
I hope you’ve found the previous edi ons of the Clean
Harbor Currents useful (you can read them on the
home page of www.alaskacleanharbors.org). Please let

me know if you have sugges ons for future ar cles.
Winter is a great me for working on your ACH BMP
Checklists. Let us know how we can help you move
towards cer fica on!
Sincerely,

Rachel Lord, ACH Coordinator

New RCRA Resource!
This ar cle is re‐printed from the Green Star news‐
le er. We have found the RCRA Guide to be very rele‐
vant to harbors. Green Star Execu ve Director Kim
Kovol is a member of the ACH Advisory Commi ee.
Find out more about Green Star on their website:
www.greenstarinc.org
If you're a business genera ng waste in Alaska, you've
probably come across the acronym "RCRA." Short for
the Resource Conserva on and Recovery Act, RCRA is
the primary law governing the disposal of hazardous
and solid wastes in the U.S. RCRA was passed by Con‐
gress in 1976 to address the increasing problems the
country faced from our growing volume of municipal
and industrial waste. RCRA set goals for 1) protec ng
human health and the environment from the poten‐
al hazards of waste disposal, 2) conserving energy
and natural resources, 3) reducing the amount of
waste generated, and 4) ensuring that wastes are
managed in an environmentally sound manner.

 The solid waste program, under RCRA Sub tle D,
encourages states to develop comprehensive plans to
manage nonhazardous industrial solid waste and mu‐
nicipal solid waste, sets criteria for municipal solid
waste landfills and other solid waste disposal facili‐
es, and prohibits the open dumping of solid waste.

 The hazardous waste program, under RCRA Sub ‐
tle C, establishes a system for controlling hazardous
waste from the me it is generated un l its ul mate
disposal ‐ in eﬀect, from "cradle to grave."

 The underground storage tank (UST) program,
under RCRA Sub tle I, regulates underground storage
tanks containing hazardous substances and petroleum
products.
RCRA banned all open dumping of waste, encouraged
source reduc on and recycling, and promoted the
safe disposal of municipal waste. RCRA also mandated
strict controls over the treatment, storage, and dis‐
posal of hazardous waste.

To achieve these goals, RCRA established three pro‐
grams:
Con nued on page 5.
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The Wheelhouse: Clean Fueling

In partnership with
the harbormaster
and the city, a community-based Clean
Harbors group in
Cordova just received funding to
help improve waste
management at the
small boat harbor.

CLEAN

These ps are provided by ACH Advisory Com‐ 5.
mi ee Member Terry Johnson, Marine Adviso‐
ry Agent with the Alaska Sea Grant Marine
Advisory Program.

Calculate in advance how much fuel each
tank will take, and if you can’t read the
meter ask the pump operator to count oﬀ
the amount being delivered.

Alaska Clean Harbors is considering ways to 6.
engage fuel dock operators more ac vely in
small spill preven on and response at their
facili es. Meanwhile, the responsibility re‐
mains with boat operators to keep fuel out of
the water during fueling. Principles for gaso‐
line and diesel are essen ally the same except
that gasoline is more dangerous because it
carries a sta c spark risk and is generally easi‐
er to ignite.
7.
Spilled fuel is an aesthe c, legal and safety
problem that can be virtually eliminated by
paying a en on to a few principles, below.
Please consider sharing these ps with your
customers in newsle ers, or handouts includ‐
ed in mailings for moorage renewals to reduce
fuel spills at your facility.

Always hold the nozzle trigger during the
en re filling. Most marine fuel nozzles
lack the pressure release triggers that are
found on gas sta on nozzles, and you
can’t rely on the nozzle to shut oﬀ when
the tank is full. Some have a notched
catch on the grip which holds the trigger
on while fueling; to stop the flow you
have to manually disengage the trigger.

1.

Try to schedule fueling for mes when
there is li le wave or wake ac on at the
fuel dock.

2.

Locate your fuel tank vents, which are
likely sources of spills, especially if vents
are substan ally smaller in diameter than
the filler pipes or are located lower than
the fillers.

3.

Stage clean sorbent pads where you can
catch a leak at filler or vent.

4.

Request a hose nozzle that is somewhat
smaller in diameter than the tank filler
pipe and ask the operator to reduce the
pump pressure. This will prevent pres‐
sure buildup in the tank and reduce the
likelihood that fuel will blow out the vent
or burp back out the filler pipe.
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Listen for a change of the sound of the
fuel going down the pipe that indicates
the tank is nearing full, and watch for any
Con nued following page.

Using oil absorbent pads on fuel nozzles
can help reduce spills at the pump.
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RCRA (continued from page 3)
The first RCRA regula ons, "Hazardous Waste and
Consolidated Permit Regula ons," published in the
Federal Register in 1980 (45 FR 33066; May 19, 1980),
established the basic "cradle to grave" approach to
hazardous waste management that exists today.
RCRA was amended and strengthened by Congress in
November 1984 with the passing of the Federal Haz‐
ardous and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA). RCRA
has been amended on two occasions since HSWA. The
Federal Facility Compliance Act of 1992 strengthened
enforcement of RCRA at Federal facili es, and the
Land Disposal Program Flexibility Act of 1996 provided
regulatory flexibility for land disposal of certain
wastes.
On July 1, 1996, EPA Region 10 assumed primary re‐
sponsibility for the regula on of hazardous waste
management in the State of Alaska. The State of Alas‐
ka transferred the responsibility to EPA for implemen‐
ta on of the Resource Conserva on and Recovery Act
(RCRA). Alaska is one of only a very few states where
EPA is the lead agency responsible for hazardous

waste management rather than the State. EPA is re‐
sponsible for conduc ng inspec ons, carrying out en‐
forcement ac ons, overseeing site cleanups, issuing
RCRA permits and regula ng the closure of hazardous
waste facili es in Alaska. During the past year, EPA
has focused eﬀorts in Alaska on providing guidance
and assistance about waste management to auto and
aircra repair shops. With Green Star's help, EPA de‐
veloped an outreach plan targe ng these two indus‐
tries.
In April 2013, EPA disseminated a guide to 400 auto
and aircra repair shops statewide. The guide in‐
cludes important informa on about managing hazard‐
ous waste, with the goal of protec ng the safety of
employees, the general public, and the environment.
Download the Used Oil and Hazardous Waste Man‐
agement Guide for Auto and Aircra Repair Shops in
Alaska:
www.epa.gov/region10/engine_repair_waste.html
For informa on about the RCRA program in Alaska,
contact Jon Jones at the EPA Anchorage Opera ons
Oﬃce. He can be reached at jones.jon@epa.gov or
907‐271‐6329.

Clean Fueling (continued from previous page)
mis ng at the filler or vent. Stop the flow and listen for
gurgling. Do not a empt to fill tanks to the top.
8.

If any fuel sprays out in a mist, drips, or burps back, catch
it immediately with a sorbent pad to keep it from ge ng
over the side and into the water. Once the flow is
trapped, wipe it up thoroughly with a clean sorbent pad.
Any fuel on deck will get tracked around by walking and
eventually end up in the water.

9.

If any reaches the water place a clean pad onto the sheen
and push it around with a pole or boathook un l you’ve
all the captured it all. Use several pads if necessary; the
dealer should have plenty on hand. Do not use any deter‐
gent or chemical dispersant; it only sinks the pollutant
into the water. Such use is prohibited by law and general‐
ly is punishable by a much larger fine than that from an
accidental small spill.
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Clean Harbor Certification
WHAT CAN ALASKA CLEAN
HARBORS DO FOR MY
FACILITY?

We know you’re
busy! We provide
our partner harbors
with free technical
assistance, grant
development, and
opera ng
improvements on
waste management,
pollu on
preven on, and
customer
communica ons!

ACH can provide harbors with educa on‐
al materials to pass out to customers that
detail pollu on reduc on ps, signage,
ideas for funding opportuni es to reach
Clean Harbor goals, and one‐on‐one free
technical assistance provided by the ACH
Coordinator. All of these materials are
provided free of cost to harbors that
have signed an Alaska Clean Harbor
Pledge.
HOW DO I BECOME A
CERTIFIED ALASKA CLEAN
HARBOR?

1. Learn about the Clean Harbors Pro‐
gram, talk to Program staﬀ, get a copy of
the Alaska Clean Harbors Guidebook and
other program materials. Check out
www.alaskacleanharbors.org for more
informa on.

2. Take a ‘Clean Harbor Pledge’, making
a commitment to work towards imple‐
men ng Best Management Prac ces at
your facility and achieving Clean Harbor
Cer fica on.

3. Conduct a self‐assessment of your
facility, using the BMP Checklist and the
Alaska Clean Harbors Guidebook. Con‐
tact ACH for assistance mee ng Clean
Harbor goals.
4. Calculate your score and submit your
checklist (word document + documenta‐
on for BMP implementa on) to ACH. A
site visit will be conducted at some point
during this process.
Enjoy your rewards! As a cer fied Alaska
Clean Harbor, you will receive an Alaska
Clean Harbors flag and cer ficate. Your
facility will be included in publica ons,

public displays, and media releases by
the Clean Harbors Program.
WHY BECOME A CERTIFIED
CLEAN HARBOR?

1. Implemen ng BMPs will reduce the
amount of waste produced by your facili‐
ty, thereby reducing costs
2. Par cipa ng in a Clean Harbor pro‐
gram sets your harbor in a posi on to be
a rac ve to funders for poten al capital
improvement funding

3. Clean Harbors are recognized
through press releases, newsle ers, and
marke ng materials.
4. Assistance is available through Clean
Harbor programs with the Alaska Clean
Harbors Guidebook, site visits, technical
reference materials, and poten al work‐
shops
5. By par cipa ng in the Clean Harbor
program, harbors can ensure that they
are mee ng regulatory requirements and
thereby reduce poten al fines

6. Harbor users depend on marine re‐
sources for their livelihoods and enjoy‐
ment. By implemen ng BMPs and par c‐
ipa ng in Clean Harbor Cer fica on you
will improve water quality and habitat

7. As a cer fied Clean Harbor, you
demonstrate leadership and pro‐ac ve
stewardship of Alaska’s marine resources
And through all of these ac ons, we
a ract more users to our harbors.
CLEAN HARBOR MATERIALS

The following materials are currently
available free of charge for harbors par‐
cipa ng in the Alaska Clean Harbors
program (stay tuned for more!).
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Clean Harbors Tip Sheets
Alaska Clean Harbors Guidebook
A comprehensive review of pollu on pre‐ These 1‐ to 2‐page fliers outline steps to
reduce pollu on from rou ne harbor and
ven on best management prac ces for
boat maintenance ac vi es. These p
Alaska’s harbor facili es. The first part
deals with new harbor si ng and design, sheets are a great resource for your cus‐
the second part with harbor maintenance tomers.
and opera ons. Sec‐
Boater Tip Cards
ons within each part
Two‐sided lami‐
include sugges ons
Go to www.alaskacleanharbors.org to nated p cards
and regulatory con‐
find links to all of these materials and outline best man‐
cerns for solid waste
more! Contact Rachel with ques ons agement prac ces
management and fish
associated with
waste, petroleum
or to sign up.
common ac vi es
products and hazard‐
in the harbor,
907‐235‐4068x29
ous waste manage‐
such as pain ng
ment, boat mainte‐
and
boat washing.
rachel@inletkeeper.org
nance, and sewage is‐
These can be used
sues among others.
by harbor oﬃcers
to communicate with customers in a posi‐
Alaska Clean Harbors BMP Checklist
ve and eﬀec ve manner.
This checklist is the guiding document for
Clean Harbor cer fica on. It outlines the
Harbor Signs
requirements for cer fica on, and refer‐
Alaska Clean Harbors can work with you
ences the Alaska Clean Harbors Guide‐
and your community to put in place eﬀec‐
book along the way.
ve signage that helps communicate ser‐
vices and best prac ces to customers.
Harbor Map Brochures
All cer fied harbors will
receive a custom map bro‐
chure for their facility. Ex‐
amples can be seen on our
website at:

The Homer Harbor was the first cer fied Clean Harbor in
Alaska. Port and Harbor staﬀ posed with their Alaska
Clean Harbor flag for their Holiday Card sent out in 2011.
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Alaska Clean Harbors
3734 Ben Walters Lane, Suite 201
Homer, Alaska 99603
Phone: 907-235-4068 x29
Fax: 907-235-4069
E-mail: rachel@inletkeeper.org

Clean harbors are good business!

This newsle er is funded (in part) with qualified outer con nental shelf oil and gas
revenues by the Coastal Impact Assistance Program, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S.
Department of the Interior.

Got Sewage? CVA funds can pay up to 75%!
There’s a good chance that you have vessels with heads in your
harbor. Turning a blind eye to sewage dumping is a bummer
for you, your customers, and your community. Contact Val Ble‐
djski with ADF&G for informa on on funding through the Clean
Vessel Act to help improve your sewage pumpout capacity,
and connect with Rachel at ACH for ideas on how to improve
customer use of new and exis ng pumpouts.
Valerie Blejeski, Alaska Department of Fish & Game
Valerie.blajeski@alaska.gov
907‐267‐2164

