












































Alaska Center for the Environment ● Alaska Community Action on Toxics  
Alaska Marine Conservation Council ● Cook Inletkeeper   
Kachemak Bay Conservation Society ● Oil Spill Region  

Environmental Coalition 
 
 
 
September 24, 2010 
 
Graces Merkes, President 
Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council 
P.O. Box 2029 
Kenai, AK 99611 
 
Dear Ms. Merkes: 
 
Our conservation organizations represent over ten thousand Alaskans who care deeply about 
clean water, healthy fisheries, sustainable jobs and oil industry accountability in Cook Inlet.  We 
are writing now to express our serious concerns over the dismissal of Bob Shavelson from the 
CIRCAC Board of Directors. 
 
Congress clearly envisioned diverse constituencies and active debate on oil issues when it 
created the RCAC’s under OPA 90.  Mr. Shavelson represented conservation interests on the 
CIRCAC Board for more than six (6) years, and he’s highly knowledgeable on the intricacies of 
oil and gas operations and regulation.  Mr. Shavelson rose to Vice President of CIRCAC, and 
was recognized by his peers as Volunteer of the Year in 2008.  In short, Mr. Shavelson played an 
exemplary role helping CIRCAC fulfill its mission “to represent the citizens of Cook Inlet in 
promoting environmentally safe marine transportation and oil facility operations in Cook Inlet.”.  
 
Yet on September 1, 2010, CIRCAC held a closed door meeting, and with only a half hour notice 
to Mr. Shavelson of the allegations against him, proceeded to evict him from his longstanding 
Board seat.  While CIRCAC insists Mr. Shavelson was not dismissed for exercising his right to 
free speech, all evidence points to the contrary. 
 
As a result, the conservation community has strong concerns a replacement for Mr. Shavelson 
may encounter the same bias and hostility directed at Mr. Shavelson unless CIRCAC embraces 
significant reforms.  Therefore, the undersigned groups will hereby boycott the conservation seat 
on CIRCAC until:   
 

1) CIRCAC responds in writing to the questions posed by Mr. Shavelson in his 
September 3, 2009, letter to then-CIRCAC President Molly McCammon regarding the 
Drift River Oil Terminal incident; 
 
2) CIRCAC removes the provision in its by-laws (and amends its policies accordingly) 
which allow the Board of Directors to remove a dissenting minority member for 



exercising his right to free speech and for exercising his fiduciary duty of reasonable 
inquiry in pursuit of the organization’s mission; and 
 
3) CIRCAC publishes all meeting agendas, meeting minutes, staff reports, staff and 
Board contact information and related information on its web site. 

 
In the event CIRCAC is unwilling or unable to meet these reasonable conditions, members of the 
conversation community will investigate efforts to disband CIRCAC and create a more cost-
effective and responsive Gulf of Alaska RCAC that truly represents the citizens of Cook Inlet. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please direct all future correspondence to me and I 
will ensure the undersigned receive all CIRCAC communications. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Toby Smith, Executive Director  
Alaska Center for the Environment 
807 G Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
 
On behalf of the following people & groups: 
 
Kelly Harrell, Executive Director 
Alaska Marine Conservation Council 
 
Pamela K. Miller, Executive Director 
Alaska Community Action on Toxics 
 
Rob Ernst, President 
Cook Inletkeeper 
 
Roberta Highland, President 
Kachemak Bay Conservation Society 
 
Nancy Wainright 
Oil Spill Region Environmental Coalition 
 
Cc:   Senator Mark Begich 
 Senator Lisa Murkowski 
 Secretary Napolitano, DHS 
  
  


