The Cogt of

GOLD

Environmental and Public Health Congequences of

Indugtrial Gold Mining ./
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GOLV FEVER

Bold mining hag been a defining characterigtic of the
Alagkan identity gince the firet colonizere arrived in the
region. But the romanticized image ie no longer the reality
of the industry. Enormoug projects are backed by mogtly
foreign companies with digtant investorg and inadequate
governmental overgight or regulation. The mining indugtry
hag grown to have cageading, catagtrophic effects on local
ecogyeteme and communities’ way of life.

There ig no tangible community
S benefit to justify new indugtrial
gold mining. Read thig zine to
learn about the industry’e
environmental & public health
congequences.




Degpite claimg that we do it best, Alaska’s
mining regulations fall short of the e
atandardg other mining ctates like .
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Nevada, Minnegota, and Arizona have S
long had in place.

While mining
corporationg are allowed
to cut corners on safeguards, our
royaltiee and tax structureg enable these ™%
corporationg to compengate Alagkang less
for our mineral regourceg than other state.




THE DIRTY OF

Today’s gold mining industry hag evolved to leave a cologeal
footprint. Open pit mines are the industry standard for
modern gold mining. Explosives create canyong with
excavationg ag far ag 2.5 miles deep. Large-scale mineg
permanently alter the landgcape, uge huge amounte of water
in the mining procesg, and leach heavy metals and sulfuric
acid into the waterghed.

The mining industry is the largest producer of toxic
chemical releages in Alaska. Gold mining produceg
three million times more wagte than gold.

| One wedding band can <2777 70 s
& E create aemuchae [ vy g T
20 TONGS =g =4

of wagte rock. That’e like generating a fire truck e weughf
in wagte to make one wedding band.

One pound of gold requires 32,000
gallong of water to produce. That's enough
water for one pergon to drink for 87 years.
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The wagte rock itgelf ie not benign, @@
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unearthing it exposes sulfuric acid and |t ¢ YAN‘DE |
heavy metals to the watershed and air. i~ A

The procesg of geparating gold from wagte rock involves
crughing and uging incredibly deadly chemicals like cyanide
which creates a liquid toxic wagte, or “tailingg”. Thig toxic
alurry ig gtored behind maggive dame that mugt etand forever.
A minor or major tailing dam failure ig not uncommon and hag
catastrophic congequences, including floods ag well ag
waterway and drinking water contamination.

There ig offen no budget for perpetual monitoring and
maintenance of abandoned mine infragtructure. Trading clean
water and healthy habitat for a non-esgential regource which
hae euch long lagting effecte ig 4 bad deal.




' F ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ¢

Ag Alagkang, we rely on our lande and waterg for our
ealmon, moose, berrieg, and more. Fighing, hunting, gathering,
and outdoor recreation keep our hearte and bellies full: Gold
mineg overburden our ecosystemg, threatening our foodweb
and our livelihoods.

+ Mine runoff acidifieg atreame, making them uninhabitable
to galmon
+ Heauy metale accumulate in the food chain cauging
long term health effects to people and animale
+ Noige pollution from indugtrial traffic dierupte wildlife
+ [ndugtrial water congumphon drieg gtreamg & aquifers
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Environmental consequences don’t
end when a mine is decommigsioned,
and can be geen and felt decades [ater.
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A study conducted in 2020 on the impacts track
record of five Alagka metal mineg revealed that:

[0O0% - All five mineg have
experienced at least one
major spill or major

\ accidental releage of
hazardoug materials.

Of them, two located on public landg contaminated areag
degighated ag National Monuments.

80% - Four of the five mineg failed to capture or control
contaminated mine water.

80% ~ Four out of five mineg have been identified by the
EPA ag out of compliance with federal laws to protect clea
air or water in the lagt three yearg and were found to have
underestimated water quality impacts in their Environmenta
Impact Statementg during permitting.
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Gold mining cutg through the heart of communitieg. The
tengion between the progpect of temporary economic
opportunity and the threat of loging traditional wild foods
pite the people living near propoged mine giteg against
each other. While mining companies often try to buy public
support with community gpongorship, giveawayg, and the
promige of better economic outlook, these communitie
have much to loge.

The arrival of a mine often leads to higher rateg of drug
and alcohol congumption, sexual and aggravated asgault
and domegtic abuge.



No pergon should be
eacrificed for Gold.

Mineg bring an influx of young men to emall communities
that do not have the infragtructure to support thig new
population, increaging preggsure on local law enforcement and
emergency gervices. Mining and fracking locationg have
been aggociated with a rige in violence againgt women,
especially increaged rates of Missing and Murdered
Indigenoug Women. Communitieg bear the weight of thege
traumag long after a mining company hag left the region.



Mining ie a boom bugt indugtry, and doeen’t provide
Alagkang with long-term, generational jobs.

While the majority of the wealth generated by mining flows out
of Alagka into the pockets of wealthy investors far away,
local communitieg are often left worge off than before the mine.
Mining doeg spur gome temporary local employment, but mogt
often, the higher paid, epecialized workers are hired from out of
state. These workers leave with the project, taking with them
large paychecke that don’t return to the Alagkan economy.

~ Gold mineg will not

*~ be areplacement for
the declining

Alagkan oil and gag
economies.

Metal mining contributes to only a tiny fraction of the
state’s economy. To generate ag much state revenue ag the
oil and gag indugtry between 2009 and 2014, Alagka would
need to develop 300 large scale metal mineg. Scaling up
mining acrosg the state to account for thig digparity would
require impractical amountg of indugtrialization and damage
touriem and commercial fishing economies.



WHERE OUR GOLD GOES

Gold is a non-critical mineral. Only 8% of annual demand ig
uged for technology; the other 92% ig uged for non-eggential
purpoges like jewelry and stored investment purposes.
Degpite gold’s aegthetic value, there ig nothing beautiful about
it extraction. The good newg ig there are alternatives to
mining.

8% technology

42% jewelry

—

44% investment
We do not need new gold

Today, recycled gold meete 24% of annual demand and
hag a significantly smaller environmental impact than newly
mined gold. Shifting industry towards electronics and
jewelry recyeling, rather than mining, will cost less,
both to the environment and to our pocketbooks, while
meeting our need for gold.



HAPPENING NOW

Ag the 2025 map on the opposite page demongtrates, the ligt
of operational and proposed gold and copper mines growsg
acroge Alagka. Communities and organizations are building
grassroots power to push back againgt thege mines and
advocate for robugt public processes and rigoroug impact
analyges to protect our lands and waterg.




i? Alaska Copper and Gold Distribution

Copper occurence, prospect,
past or present mine location

Cu Significant global copper deposit

Gold occurence, prospect,
past or present mine location

Au Significant global gold deposit s Cu.
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GET INVOLVED WITH ORGANIZATIONS

IN YOUR REGION:

Audubon | aLaska %

Alaska

CONSERVATION
FOUNDATION
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Fairbanke: Fairbanke Climate Action Coalition, The Northern

Center, Native Movement

Anchorage & Mat Suz Salmon State, The Alagka Center,
Native Movement, Alagka Community Action on Toxics,

Defend the Wegt Su
Kenai Denineula: Cook [nletkeeper

South Eact: Salmon Beyond Boarders, SalmonState, Riverg

Without Borderg



Gold ie not worth the harm ite extraction causes.

Unlike clean air, water, and healthy wild foods, it ie not
eritical to our collective well-being. Mining corporationg reap
the short term benefite of extracting Alagka’s mineralg,
destroying the plants, animalg, and natural places we love and
need to qurvive in their wake.

* We can’t eat gold. f

The need for new gold ig low, with the future of the industry
being in recycled gold. We are digging up our lands and
waterg for gold, only to bury the gold again in eafeg and

bank.

Gold mining benefits foreign investors,
not local Alagkans.

Gold mining won't fix our economy, nor will our lawg protect
ug from the downgtream flow of toxing unearthed in it
extraction. Be it king, crab or clamg, Alagkang already know
the heartbreak of loging a beloved fighery. Protecting what we
have left go that future generationg can build a life nourighed
by our lands and waterg ig far more precioug than gold.



 PROTECT OUR SALMON
FOR OUR KIDS

SCAN FOR MORE
INFORMATION AND
ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES







